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"THIS IS INDIAN LAND": 


affairs: offices started with 30 to 40 people. 


ndians stage Ke 


THE OCCUPATION of the Indian 


During 


the first eight hours, almost 500 Indians from the Ken- 


ora district spent some time in the offices. 


Looking 


down from the second floor 'balcony', a lone smile 
breaks the. tense atmosphere that surrounded. the Kenora 
Federal Building on the morning of November 27. 

Photo by Cecil Epps of the Uniter (U. of Winnipeg) 


Deficit? Deficit? 


What about 


After passing a $150, 000 deficit 
budget, the U of A Students’ Council 
approved in principle a salary increase 
amounting to 40% for. the Council pres- 
ident and 50% for the four vice- presi- 
dents. 

According to the motion present- 
ed by Wayne Madden (Education rep) 
each member of the Coyncil executive 
would receive $5, 000 per annum ef- 
fective April 1, 1974, 

Madden argued that Council ex- 
ecutive members cach required: $115 
per month for rent and utilities; $80 
per month‘for food; $80 per month for 
entertainment; $30 per month for clo- 
thes. 

Jim Talbot (Science rep) pointed 
out that the Office of Student Awards 
only allows the average student $190 
per month for all living expenses, With 
tuition, this comes to Ro, 880 per year 
- more than $700 less than the Coun- 
cil president’ s present salary of $3, 600, 

Joe McGhie (former Arts-rep) ar- 

ued that Council executive members 
should not be considered “average stu- 
dents, " 

"They must be able to meet goy- 
ernment officials, businessmen, on 
their own level - not from the level 
of an average student," heisaid, "This 
means being equally well-dressed and 
so on. 

McGhie also stated that $400 per 
month in the summer was not suffi- 
cient salary for the executive, Tal- 
bot answered by pointing out that the 
rash Alberta student earns he 
$1, 200 in the summer and saves $800 
or $900, 

_ Madden spoke of Council exec- 
lutivess as employees rather than as 
representatives of the students, He 
claimed that his motion was based on 
the principle of “fair pay for fair 
work, " 


the anguish? 


“But, " said Talbot, "you can‘ t 
tell whether you" re getting fair wo- 
tk for fair pay, If they're putting in 
eighty hours a week, are they putting in 
in eighty hours a week in a way that is 
valuable for the students?” Madden 
answered that he “failed to under- 
stand" this objection. 

Several councillors who oppos- 
ed the motion pointed out that rais- 
ing the salary would not necessarily 
raise the calibre of the executive. 

"It would not cut out ego-trip- 
pers or rich students, " said Talbot. 

“It would not encourage poor stud- 
ents any more because $3, 600 is 
enough for them compared to what 
they make at their summer jobs... 
It would only increase the number of 
of opportunists running for office. “ 

In a heart-rending speech, George 
Mantor, president of the Students* 
Council, expressed his sympathy for 
future Council presidents if the motion 

‘were rejected, 

He stated that his year in office 
had brought him spiritual rewards but 
financial disaster - despite two years 
of working and saving to come to uni- 
versity plus his $3, 600 salary as pres- 
ident. 

Mantor said that his was not an 
easy line of work, "There is a good 
deal of mental anguish involyed with 
this job, " he said, 

In summarizing his arguments, 
Madden ns sate that both Sir Win- 
ston Churchill and Jesus Christ would 
favour the motion. 

Council passed the motion to 
raise the salaries in a roll-call vote 
of eleven to eight, All of the present 
executive members supported the mo- 
tion. 


by Charlotte MacDonald 


hora occupation 


% 


KENORA (CUP) -- It wasn’ t another 
Wounded Knee, as was first feared, In 
fact, so well-ordered and co-operative 
was the demonstration that members of 
the conn force were busy cleaning 
up the offices, sweeping floors and em- 
ptying garbage before evacuating the 
building. 

The 24-hour occupation of the De- 


partment of Indian Affairs offices in Ken- 


ora began carly November 27 as a group 
of 30 to 40 well organized members of 
the Ojibway Warriors’ Society walked 
into the Federal Building. 

Immediately upon securing the de- 
partment' s offices on the second floor, 
the Society set forth five complaints 
that they wished rectified before they 
would give up their control of the build- 
ing. 

' The demands were: 

1) Immediate compensation for the 
victims of mercury poisoning on the 
Grassie Narrows Reserve. . 

2) An end to unnecessary violence 
and beatings inflicted on members of 
a Indian community by the local po- 

Ce 

3) Definite action by the local and 
provincial governments as well as the 
Department of Indian Affairs to elimi- 
nate racial discrimination against mem- 
bers of the Indian community. 


4) Return of the Indian artifacts now 


in the.possession of several museums to 
their rightful owners-~-in particular sev- 
eral scrolls which are of significant reli- 
geous value to the 
way Medicine Society. 

5) Aa end to the James Bay Project, 
which will, if carried to completion, re- 
sult in the relocation of many Indian 
peoples. 

Other demands included improving 
eneral conditions for Indian students 


rought to the town for schooling, as well 


as requests for rights to economic free- 
dom for the reserves, 

These demands were finally pared 
own to one major demand by the end 
of the occupation, that of the mercury 
contamination compensation, 

Following the issuing of these de- 
mands, the Society made several attem- 
pts to communicate with the Minister of 


Indian Affairs, Jean Chretien. Reportedly 


the department would not talk with them 
the first day, but had dispatched a de- 
partment member to confer with them 
the second day, 

In discussing the Indians’ demands, 
Barry Caldwell, a fieldworker for the 
American Indian Movement (AIM), said 
that they were a desparate people, that 
they would not surrender before the oc- 
cupation was scheduled to end, and 
would fight if necessary, 

Outside, according to police reports, 
vigilantes were preparing to move on the 
building. .Later it was found out that 
this was pure fabrication on the part of 
the police. 

Caldwell stated that the government 
must act immediately on the situation 
in the Grassie Narrows Reserves, where 
apparently one person had already died 
of mercury poisoning, and “based on 
the levels of mercury in their bodies, 
four others should be dead. " 

Commenting on the James Bay Pro- 
ject, he said this went further than most 
people could appreciate. It involves 
moving a people from their traditional 
homes, where generations of ancestors 
have been buried and changing the way 


members of the Ojib- __ 


16th Century, 

When asked how this affected the 
occupying local Indians, he said, "They- 
‘re our brothers, We have to care for 
our brothers. " 

"The police have got to get away 
from this * cowboy and Indian" image 
they have here, They have to always 
prove themselves superior by beatin 
the Indian... Those days are over. © 

Chief Lou Cameron, co-chairman 
of the Ojibway Warriors’ Society felt 
their needs to be even greater than those 
demands issued by the entire group ear- 
lier in the occupation, 

"We want basic freedom of govern- 
ment, complete with economic Co- juris- 
diction over our communities, not nece- 
ssarily a sovereign state independent of 
Canada, but a more responsible "depart- 
ment", governing ourselves... guaran- 
teeing independence in a new and more 
human government, 

"Society, as it is now, we ape to 
collapse soon. You can see this all a- 
round us, We see a new type of govern- 
ment coming... with not so many in- 
stitutions, 

"You' ve either got to care for your 
brother or not. Institutions try to split 
people up, both individually and social- 
ly. We (the Warriors’ Society) are goin 
back to our elders , and learning the ol 
ways, We try and keep our people to- 
gether, with themselves, so we’ re not 
schizophrenics, or anything like that, 
and we're together as a people, This 
way we can haye personal, societal and 
governmental unity. 

Cameron felt that, as an institution, 
the Department of Indian Affairs was not 
allowing the Indian people to come to- 
sasera| as a nation or people like they 

ould, citing the reservations as a prime 
example, He believed that the Indian 
people in the Kenora district were fecling 
more united as a people from the teach- 
ings of the Society, 

Indians should start to actualize their 
history instead of just reading about it, 
Chief Cameron said he felt closer to their 
great traditional chiefs of the past, by 
actually "living and making history" ra- 
ther than just knowing what happened 
two or three hundred years ago, 

November 27, he added, should be 
a holiday for local Indian children in 
years to come, for this is their history. 

The occupation was to last for 2 
hours, But at 9:00 a.m. on November 
28 no word had been received from Ot- 
tawa on a tentatively scheduled meeting 
with a representative from the Depart- 
ment of Indian Affairs, 

The Society chiefs decided they 
would wait, and continie the occupation 


until word came from Chretien’ s office. 


In the words of Chief Cameron, "We're 
ging. to be here for a while, " 

eanwhile, preparations were made 
to defend the offices, whether from the 
vigilantes rumoured to be ready outside 
or the police, 

At 9:30 a meeting was held by the 
80 Indians at that time in the building. 
Here it was decided that the occupants 
under 18 would leave the building by 
the back door, 30 high school students 
had been in the building since Tuesday . 
afternoon, 

No explanation of this could be given 
as the entire meeting was carried on in 
Ojibway, When asked why, Chief Cam- 
eron sald, "We're just taking care of 


of life they-have known since before the cont. on page 1 
Merry Christmas from the robber barons 


. i - CUP) - In the wake of a 
world-wide energy crisis the major A- 
merican oil-companies have made some 
of the biggest profit increases in the oil 
industry's history, 

According to US Oil Week , Gulf, 
Exxon, and Mobil reportéd third quar- 


ter or July-September net incomes that 
were 91, 80, and 64 per cent respect- 
ively, above the gains of last year, 
Ten other major oil companies report- 
ed an average increase in profit of 51 
per cent above the third quarter last 
year, 


| Ee Zz (and coming rien events) 


cheap t 


Tuesday, December 11 


Boreal Circle 


The third meeting of the 1973-74 
Boreal Circle series will be held at 


8:00 pm in the Cafeteria (4th floor, 
Centre Wing), Biological Science Bldg, 
the U of A -. Film night with "Ex- 
pedition Bathurst Island” and "Webbed 
Feet and Flashing Wings", 16 mm 
colour-sound, 
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fest eene 


Folk Music 

Western Studies Colloquium pre- 
sents an evening of Folk Music of the 
West, courtesy of the Edmonton Folk 
Club, at 8:00 pm in Tory 14-14, Ad- 
mission free, For further info call Ber. 
Giorgio at 432-5404, | 


Wednesday, December 12 


Student Wives 

There will be a stude.it wives 
club meeting at 8:00 pm, Meditation 
Room in SUB for X-Mas handicraft 
demonstration. Ail students’ wives 
-welcome. 


Thursday, December 18 


Soprano recital 
Marilyn Verbicky, third year 
Bachelor of Music student at the U of 


| A, will present an hour i recital 
; at Convocation Hall at 5:0 


pm. Pre- 
, sented by the Dept, of Music, admis- 
| Sion free. 


. Friday, December 14 


Another Soprano recital 

The U of A Dept. of Music pre- 
sents Jacqueline Preuss, a fourth-year 
Bach. of Music student - 8:00pm, 
Convocation Hall, Admission free. 


Vanguard Forum of Viet Nam 

The Young Socialists sponsor a 
Vanguard Forum at 8:00 pm in Room 
104 of SUB, Topic: One Year Later: 
the Meaning of the Viet Nam Accords: 
a Marxist Analysis, Have the accords 
brought peace to Viet Nam? Has the 
US role in Viet Nam ended? Did the 
Soviet Union and China betray the 
Vietnamese revolution? 
Speaker: Terry Kennedy of the Leag- 
ue for Socialist Action. The floor will . 
be opened for debate and discussion, 


Thursday, December 20 


Balloon Club 

The Edmonton Balloon Club will 
meet at 8:00 pm in the west staff 
common room of Victoria Composite 
High School Winter height in hot 
air balloons will be discussed, 


On- going Events 


Childrens Media Workshop 

A children’s media workshop wil 
be held Dec, 28-30 for children of 
seven years and older, It will include 
the use of 1/2 " videotape, super 8 
film, 35 mm photography and dark ro 
room and film animation, Registra- 
tion fee is $10,500, For registration 
forms and more info call Communitas 
Inc. 482-4044, 


sarren | : 

Piiblic skating at Mayfair Park 
11:00 am to 11:00 pm, daily. Conces- 
sion hours; 6:00pm to 10:00 pm Mon. 
through Thursday, 2:00 pm to 10:00pm 
Fridays, 11:00 am to 10:00 pm Sat, 

and Sun, 


Tobogganning 

t Emily Murphy Park, the open 
hill, picnic shelter and washroom 
facilities will be available as well as” 
the two constructed toboggan runs, 
Facility hours 1:00pm to 9:00 pm daily, 


holds regular Saturday night drop-ins at 
the GATE house. Everyone welcome. 
For further info, call 433-8160, 


Grant McEwati Community College 


has begun accepting applications for en- 


tolment in 20 College Programs which 
begin January 4, The College offers 
studies in the Applied Arts, Accounting, 
Marketing, Business and Administration, 
For more info phone 425-$8J0, 


Yoga, meditation, massage, workshops, 


For information phone 453-2565, 


Gay Alliance Towards Equality (GATE) 


FREE CLASSIFIED 433-5041 


FOR SALE 


Lloyd AM -FM Multiplex receiver and 
8 track player, good condition, must 
sell, $175 or best offer, Phone 
436-1544, 


Modified 1972 Honda 750, 4, 000 mi. 
worth $2,700, must sell before xmas 
leaving ieagte E will sell cheap, 
Phone 433-9773 or 439-7959, - 


12" Transonic television, b and Ww; 
with adjustable swivel table. $60, 00 
Phone 489-4729 


Erewhon Books + 10317 - 96 Street, 


Free Catalogue of Anarchist, Femin- 
ist, Radical Labour literature now a- 
vailable. 

Also free pamphlet: Questions on 
Anarchy And don't forget your TWW 
song books, only 50 cents, 

Small cassette tape recorder, 2 motor 
cycle helmets (Small and medium), 

en's skin diving gear (mask, snorkle, 
size 11 flippers) size 9 1/2 men skates, 
sell fast and cheap, Phone 433-9773 
or 439-7959, 


Portable b and w TV, $60, excellent 
condition, Phone 424-4605, , 


Gas shortage no problem, Buy this 
1972 Austin Mini with less than 5000 
miles for $1650, 00 and get 40 mpg 
in town. Phone 488-5294, 


Registered Balinese (long haired sia- 
mese) kitten, Phone 433-4798 after 
5:30 pm. 


CCM Super Tacks. Brand-new, ney- 
er used, Size 61/2, Offers, Call 
Robb at 487-4748 about 6:00 p, m. 


Dalmation puppies for sale. Pet or 
show quality, Phone 475-8388, 
One six-drawer dresser. Phone 439- 
6907, 


Accomodation--Double Wide 36° b 
24" --two years old, Suitable for of- 
fice or four- bedrooms and living area 
with built in fridge and stove. Can 
be moved from Edmonton, $9500, 
financing available. Write to Maple 
Leaf Holidays Ltd. , 2720 Barlow 
Trail N, E,, Calgary; or phone 272- 
9734, 


Gibson ES 175 custom guitar, Three 
humbucking pick-ups. Grover heads. 
Hard Shell case, $550, Phone Paul 
at 423-2008, 


K2-Two Skis. 185 cm. Brand new 
bindings, never mounted, Regular 
$145, Offers? Phone Lane at 466- 
7141, 


Car for sale, 1969 Fiat 850 Coupe. 
Excellent working order, In car heater 
and low mileage, Phone 488-4761 
after 5:30 p, m. 


“Colour teevee, Excellent picture. 
Selling cheap, Call 424-4605, 


Two auto robes, all wool; two com- 
forters, wool; three quilts, wool- filled; 
three tableclothes; one centre Back 
Muskrat coat, size 16; set of Audell*s 
Carpenter and Builders’ Guides, Phone 
466-6995. 


SLEEK EREREEHHEH ESE EHH EE 


HOUSING 


HREEREHRRREHER EEE eR ee eH 


Rooms available in Campus Co-op. 
Phone 482-1898 between 8:00 and 
9:00 p.m. , please ! 


Loosing roommate to graduation, Need 

«replacement to live with four others in 
a house at 8604 108th Street. Male or 
female, Call 433-5088, 


Furnished basement suite for rent, 

With big bedroom. Nice, comfortable 
living room. Good size kitchen, : 
11110 78th Avenue, Walking distance 
to University, Call 433-1370 after 
4:00 p.m. $129 per month, 


Shared house now has one furnished 
room for one girl beginning January 1; 
1974, Near University. $50 a month, 
10926 76th Avenue. Eat 434-5963, 


4th year male student, on campus 

7:00 a,m, to 10:30 p,m., would like 
to share rest and quiet study place on 
or near campus, Preferably, HUB, 
Lister, or Newton Place during period 
owner is out, Will help pay rent. To 
discuss, send details to Box 64, U. of 
A. Post Office. Give phone number. 


Room and breakfast free. Board if 
desired, Use of all house facilities, 
Direct bus to university. For more info, 
phone 435-2767 or 435-5974, 


Large, two-bedroom, newer house with 
heated garage. 10711 78th Avenue. 
$220 per month, Phone 482-5222, 


ae Me Me ae ae ae ae ae ae Me ae ae ae eee eo a 


MISCELLANEOUS 


He ae He ae ae He ee Me ae ae ae ae ee ae ee He ee a 


West 10 is sponsoring a sale of authen- 
tic Indian crafts on December 20, 21, 
and 22 at Woodwards Westmount in 
the mall. Come and buy your Christ- 
mas presents: beadwork, leatherwork, 
silkscreening and pottery at reasonable 
prices. If you are an Indian craftsman 
and would like to sell some. of your 
work, contact Jenny Margetts or Gail 
Price at West 10, Call 482-6511. 


Dress- maker or tailor wanted for part- 
nership, Major person with good ex- 
perience needed, Not a dress store 
but a small shop on the South side that 
does exclusive dress making and alter- 
ations, Very little investment needed. 
Answer by mail giving references, 
name, and phone number, All letters 
will be promptly acknowledged, Write 
to 8210 111th Street or Box 203 in 
Edmonton, 


" Professional typing. Quality guaranteed. 


No penalty for carbon copies, 40 cents 
per page. Phone John at 439-6671, 


Sleigh rides for large and small groups 
between city and Sherwood Park, For 
infor call 466-3458 after 4:00 p, m. 


Lost: Small white change purse with 
silver markings, Silver clasp closing. _ 
Reward, Phone Shirley at 439-2275. 


We urgently require qualified babysitters, 
home-makers, house keepers and clean- 
ing ladies for permanent and part-time 
positions, Phone 422-6616. (Miss Sit- 
In- Home Services) 


of "The Experience of 


Wanted: A cop 
ger and Donna Ewy.- 


Childbirth” b 
Phone 439-6907, 


People interested in working for animal 
welfare call 466-4866 or 433-8341, 


Will babysit, my home, weekdays, 
14751 106th Ave, 454-2567, 


Will babysit, my home, weekdays, Baby 
toddler welcome, Qualified early child- 
hood educator, Call 452-9865, 


Professional dress-making, high quality 
formals, teens, children, wear all 
styles, Call 422-9865, 


Class for Spanish guitar, Flamenco and 
Classical guitar, Reduced rate, Call 
Fernando at 432-3047 from 10:00 a, m., 
to 5:00 p, m. 


Now booking hayrides, Bonfires available, 
Phone 434-3835, 
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Artistic 


TORONTO (CUP) - The Artistic 
Woodwork strike is over after a bitter 
three month dispute. 

The Canadian Textile and Chemi- 
cal Union (CTCU) signed the contract 
at 11:00 am last tuesday aed 

Previously, the company had signed 
the contract but refused to allow all the 
strikers to return to work. This refusal 
prolonged the strike by eleven more 
days. 

The management of two plants in= ° 
sisted four catagories of strikers would 
not be taken back by the company. 
Those singled out for exclusion were 
nine strikers arrested during the strike 
and two more whom the company said 
"should have been arrested" but were 
not, 

The union accused management of 
contravening two sections of the Labout 
Relations Act and explained manage- 
ment was placing workers in "double 
jeopardy. " That is, those arrested 
would have to face the courts and then 
the company, which claimed it would 
fire anyone convicted, 

Now, however, all strikers can re- 
turn to work as of today. But a CTCU 


spokesman said "Those arrested during « 


the strike will likely be suspended as 

soon as they return to. work. " CTCU 

will then go into arbitration in an ef- 

fort to save the jobs of these workers, 
The arbitration board will consist 

of three people: a union representative 

a company representative, and a chair- 


man who may be appointed by Ontario’ s 


labour minister, Fern Guidon. Arbi- 
tration is expected to last six months, 


Restrictions insisted upon by the com- 


pany have been part of a management 
rights clause the union has opposed all 
through the strike, At first, the com= 
pany demanded the right to suspend or 
dismiss employees for breaking plant 
rules, It also wanted to hold the un- 
ion accountable for the actions of the 
shop stewards. 

The union won the elimination of the 
restrictions although the plant remains 
an open shop. 

Wages have never been a big issue. 
Before the strike, the union had agreed 
to a 65 cent wage increase over the 
basic wage of $5 on a two year basis. 

CTCU spokesmen have emphasized 
they made no concessions to manage- 
ment, However, the union at the Art- 
istic Plants will be a minority of em- 
ployees. 

Gieanwhtte, Provincial Court Judge 
Rice, in sentencing a picketer conyic- 
ted of obstructing a moving vehicle, 
said: "I believe a deterrent has to be 
set" with respect to future strikes, He 
fined the strike supporter $200 or twenty 
days in jail for attempting to stop a 
pa rt containing non-union workers 
entering the plant during the strike. Of 
117 people arrested one oe strike, 
only nine were strikers, the rest were 
supporters. 

CTCU expects a tough time in 
court, It is believed both management 
and police will press hard for c onvic+ 
tion. 

The union experienced trouble in 
mustering pickets pow the latter part 
of the strike, Mass pickets of 250 o1 
more two weeks ago dwindled to 100 
or less just before the strike ended. 


Woodworker strike ends 


BOTH POLICE AND PROFESSIONAL STRIKE BREAKERS were used 
to violently clear picket lines away for incoming scabs 


during the strike. 


Here two city police assault a pic- 


keter outside the Artistic Woodworkers Plant. 


Foreign ownership on the rise 


OTTAWA(CUP) - John Foster Dulles, 
American continentalist Secretary of 
State in the fifties, once said: "There 
are two ways of conquering a nation: 
by the use of military force, or through 
the control of its economy. " He also 
said he wouldn’ t rest until he saw the 
Stars and Stripes flying over the whole 


Industry 


Manufacturing industries 
Mining industries 

Oil and Gas Wells, Coal Mines 
Petroleum Refining 


of North America, 

The following data on foreign own- 
ership and control of Canadian industry 
is taken from the Independencer , a 
magazine of the Committee for an 
Independent Canada (or, more aptly, 
the Committee of Indigenous Capital- 
ists), of April 1973, 


Percentage of foreign ownership 


57. 4 per cent 
55, 5 per cent 
82, 5 per cent 
99, 5 per cent 


Specific industries where American control is very high are: 


Automobiles, trucks and parts 
Rubber Products 

Aluminum 

Electrical apparatus 
Chemicals 


96, 0 per cent 
98, 0 per cent 
100. 0 per cent 
67, 0 per cent 
61, 0 per cent 


Giant Federated Co-ops 
screw independent co-op 


BURNABY(CUP) - In their attempts 
to create a food co-op responsible to its 
members, people here were confronted 
recently by the large profit- motivated 
Federated Co- operatives. 

Both co-ops deal with Pinetree Nuts 
of Vancouver. Federated is a. much 
bigger customer than the Fed-Up co-op, 
a non- profit co-operative. Money 
talks, so Pinetree, when urged by Fed- 
erated, cut off sales to Fed- Up. 

Fed-Up also buys some of its produ- 
cts, mostly canned goods, from Feder- 
ated, - This means Federated could sell 
Fed-Up the nuts they could no longer 
buy from Pinetree, But Federated’ s 
price would, of course be higher. After 
all, the middleman must receive his 
profit in capitalistic society. 

Federated is a co-op supermarket 
chain.in B, C, and the prairies that 
returns dividends to its members and 
sells to the general public. Fed-Up 
is a co-operative wholesaler establish- 
ed by some fifty independent member- 
run retail co-ops in B,C, Neither Fed- 
Up nor its member co-ops return pro- 
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fits to their members, but concentrate 
on providing people the highest quali- 
ty food at the lowest possible price. 

Concerned*with the present plight 
of small Canadian farmers, Fed-Up 
gives preference to local producers and, 
in support of the National Farmers Un- 
ion boycott of this large American 
corporation, does not carry Kraft pro- 
ducts. 

Whereas Federated is a business that 
returns dividends, Fed-Up members 
view their system of co-ops, organiz- 
ed along decentralized lines, as one 
step to establishing a viable alternate 
economy. For Fed-Up members, 
food co-ops are only the ag det a 
They are trying to establish housing 
co-ops, trucking co-ops, and mem- 
ber run credit unions-as first steps to 
create a co-operative economy control 
led by the people, 

Being subject to the marketing prac- 
tices of Federated takes some power 
away from Fed-Up members and brings 
them more under the control of the 
profit- motivated Federated Co-ops. 


Since these figures were collected 
Studebaker, the only.Canadian car 
manufacturer, has been bought out by 


a US firm and foreign control of the 
automobile industry in Canada is now 
100 per cent, 


Notley calls for $3000 
annually for students 


RED DEER (CUP) - Grant Notely, 
Alberta NDP leader and holder of that 
party's only seat in the provincial leg- 
islature, affirmed his support for the 
National Union of Students’(NUS) de- 
mand that all university students be 
paid an annual wage of $3, 000, Note- 
ly was addressing the annual meeting 
of the Red Deer NDP association, 

He: saw the proposal as a step to- 
wards aguaranteed annual income for 
all Canadians, a policy of the federal 
NDP. 

‘claimily that the taxpayer is already 
paying a large number of students to 
attend school through the Manpower 
grant system, and a great many talen- 
ted students do not have the financial 
resources to continue their education, 


Angola coffee 


Notely said equal financial aid should 
be given to all students, 

e attacked current student finance 
policies which emphasize parents’ di- 
rect fiscal responsibility for their chil- 
dren’ s post-secondary education, Poor 
students and students with family prob- 
lems are automatically discriminated 
against when parental contribution be- 
comes a criterion for loan approvals, 
Often, the system shafts those with the 
most urgent need, he said, 

A student wage, financed out of 
taxation revenues, would eliminate 
these built-in inequities faced by the 
poor student. “Parents should be re- 
sponsible as taxpayers, Their responsi- 
bility should depend on their ability 
topay,” hesaid. 


boycott seems 


successful in Montreal 


MONTREAL(CUP) - A campaign 
mounted against three Canadian coffee 
companies to cut their imports of An- 
golan coffee is beginning to have eff- 
ect. Recent Dominion Bureau of Sta- 
tistics figures show that importations 
of Angolan coffee dropped from 10, 6 
million pounds for the first six months 
of last year to 5, 4 million this year. 

For several months Canadians have 
been urged to boycott brand name cof- 
fee which uses the Angolan coffee. Lo- 
cal voluntary organizations with small 
vans are visiting supermarkets offering 
free coffee of alternative brands to 


ee 
e boycott campaign is being 
spearheaded by the Southern Africa In- 
formation Group (SAIG), 

SAIG maintains that Angolan coffee 
plantation owners, with the Portuguese 


government, are recruiting blacks to 
work on plantations ‘A£ slave wages. 
Work terms remove labourers from 
their families for 18 months at a time. 

As Angola's third largest coffee 
customer, Canada has contributed sub- 
stantially to the Portuguese defense tax 
levied on coffee. Last year it is esti- 
mated that Canadians paid $1, 3 mill - 
ion through the purchase of coffee to 
help finance suppression in Angola, 
Mozambique, and Guinea-Bissau, 

SAIG has black-listed General Fo- 
ods, (Yuban, Maxim, Maxwell House, 
Sanka, Brim), Nestlés (Nescafé, Tas- 
ter's Choice), and Standard Brands 
(Chase and Sanborn) for using green 
Angolan coffee in their instant coffee 
blends, 

The group says that brands made by 
Brooke Bond, Nabob, and Good Host 
are free of Angolan coffee, 


Anti-abortion lobby pushing Bill 220 


What is Bill 220? What has hap- 
pened to it? What is happening to it? 
Most important, what does the future 
hold in store for it (and us)? 

First things first, Bill 220 is an 
anti-abortion bill, introduced in the 
Alberta Legislature for its first reading 
in June 1973 by the Hon, J.G. Ashton, 
PC Edmonton-Ottwell. The Bill pro- 
Poses to remove coverage for therapeut- 
ic abortion form the Aibarta Health 
Care Insurance Plan except under con- 
ditions of extreme danger to the preg- 
nant woman s life, The implications 
of such a proposal have been discussed 
in earlicr issues of POUNDMAKER, es- 
pecially in the brief from Options for 
Women presented to the Cabinet in 
September, and will not be repeated he 
here, (See POUNDMAKER, November 
19), The issue of concern in this arti- 
cle is that of the future of Bill 220. 

The editor of the Meliorist (the 
University of Lethbridge paper) and the 
members of Options For Women have 
been told by the Alberta Solicitor Gen- 
cral that Bill 220, _— a private mem- 
ber’ bill, would probably not receive 
second reading in this session of the 
legislature. Attempts made by the 
Meliorist editor and other concerned 
women to query members of the Legis- 
ature about Bill 220 have been put oft 
with comforting statements that private 
members’ bills are never given much 
attention in the Legislature. To a de- 
gree, one must accept these statements 
as true, when the Hon. John Anderson 
would go out of his way to assure one 
of his constituents that Bill 220 does 
not even exist? 

My impression is that Solicitor 
General Hunley and her colleagues in 
the Legislature regard the questioning 
and protests of Bill 220 as symptomat- 
ic of the hysterical and baseless fears 
of a few women, and an attempt by 
* the editor of a university newspaper to 


find interesting copy, even if it means 
publicizing a non-issue. However, a 
check through my files of newspaper 
clippings on abortion in Canada reveals 
some interesting contradictions to this 
attitude of unconcern evinced by our 
Solicitor General, 

Early in 1972, our Prime Minister 
voiced his personal stand on abortion, 
Asked if he would support further lib- 
eralization of Canada’s abortion laws, 
he replied, "You would have to con- 
vince me that the person who asked 
for an abortion has no responsibili 
at all, At some point an abortion is a 
killing, ... Ifa mother kills a foetus 
I think she should have to answer for it 
and explain, " (February 25, 1972, 
Calgary Herald), Changes to make 
the abortion laws more liberal, he sta- 
ted, would be endorsed by the govern- 
ment ONLY if there was a consensus 
for change in Parliament (March 1, 
1972, Calgary Herald), How many 
other pieces of legislation need the 
consensus of parliament? 

That was in 1972, and those state- 
ments are undoubtedly forgotten by ~ 
most voters now. But in 1975, there 
has been an interesting buiidup of anti- 
abortion pressure manifesting itself at 
both the federal and provincial levels, 
with some equally interesting interplay 
between the two spheres of government. 

April 14, 1973 the Calgary Herald 
reported that the Voice of the Unborn 
Association presented a brief to the Al- 
berta government requesting that abor- 
tion not be covered under the Alberta 
Health Care Insurance Plan, The Asso- 
ciation claimed 1, 600 members in the 
province, It suggested that public mon- 
ies being paid for abortions should, in- 
stead, be channelled into educational 
programs fot young people in schools 
and universities, and offered to help 
develop such a program. 

May 10 the Calgary Herald reported 


This article was written by P. Madson, 
a member of the Lethbridge Options for 
Women Council--with thanks to the 
Meliorist. 


that the Canadian Alliance for Life 
presented a petition to Prime Minister 
Trudeau asking that “the law recognize 
the unborn child as a legal person from 
the moment he is conceived, " The na- 
tionwide petition carried 353, 652 sig - 
natures. (It made no statement about 
the legal status of female unborn chil- 
dren). The organization also presented 
a brief to Justice Minister Otto Lan 
and Health Minister Marc Lalonde, Fol- 
lowing theis presentation, Otto Lang 
issued directives to the provincial jus- 
tice departments ordering them to tight- 
en their interpretations of the Crimin- 
al Code statements on abortion. 

On May 19, the first Alberta family 
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planning conference passed a resolution 
that abortion should not be considered 
a family planning method. It also pas- 
sed resolutions calling for the dissemin- 
ation of free contraceptives, and stres- 
sed the necessity of education the pub- 
lic about contraception, These goals, 
while highly commendable in and of 
themselves, presented to the public the 
stance that government-supported fam- 
ily planning services wanted to wash 
their hands of dealing with abortion in 
any way - and preferred not to regard 
it as necessary even as an interim mea- 


Cont'd on next page. 


URGENT! 


Person with secretarial 
skill required for 
law office 


Dec;:14. to Jan. 25 
(preferably until Jan. 11) 


shorthand not necessary 


should be able to type well 
from a dictaphone 


ALBERTA 
CONTACT LENS 


Campus Optical Ltd. 


Hard & soft contact 
lenses available 


Campus Towers 


11151 - 87 Ave. 
439-2081 


Paurjabs 
emporium | 


HOUSE of INDIAN HANDICRAFT 


Free poster 
with every purchase 
10302 - 101 St. 
ph. 429-3646 


Page Four 


POUNDMAKER/DECEMBER 10 - 16 


Anti-Abortion Bill 220 


sure until everyone was properly edu- 
cated and in possession of some form 
of fool- proof contraceptive device. 

May 22, the Calgary Herald re- 
ported that Calgary Pro-Life was pre- 
senting a brief to the Law Reform Com- 
mission of Canada claiming that hos- 
pital abortion committees are being 
lax in interpreting the Criminal Code 
statutes relating to abortion, and that 
these committees shouldbe investiga- 
ted. 

August 25, the Calgary Herald re- 
ported that the Catholic Women’s Lea-- 
gue of Canada had been assured by fed- 
eral Health Minister Mare Lalonde that 
abortion as a secondary method of fam- 
ily planning was not government poli- 
cy. 

4 September 28, the Calgary Herald 
reported that the Alberta Medical As- 
sociation had recommended a review 
of its abortion policies, in view of its 
concern over the increase in the rate 
of abortions, and the possibility that 
its policies might be too liberal, The 


Union support for Morgentaler 


"The present laws which regulate 
the right to abortion prevent low-in- 
come women from having the same 
tights as women who are well-off finan- 
cially and who can afford to pay the 
exhorbitant price of an abortion--a le- 
gal one outside of Québec or an illegal 
one inside of Québec, " 

With this statement, the Montréal 
Labour Council of the Québec Labour 
Federation announced its support for 
Dr, Henry Morgentaler, at that point 
facing 13 charges of performing “ille- 
gal"abortions, He was acquitted on one, 
but the Crown has appealed, 

Across Canada, many trade unions 
have expressed solidarity with Morgen- 
taler’s stru gle against-the- abortion 
| laws and wit the women who are orga- 
nizing in his defense. 

In Québec, the response has been 
particularly encouraging, Both the Qué- 
bec Federation of Labour and the Cen- 


tral Montréal Council of the National 
Council of Trade Unions have offered 
support. The Corporation of Québec 
Teachers has donated office space to 
the Montréal Committee to Defend Dr, 
Morgentaler. 

In Ontario, the Ontario Federation of 
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AMA also voted support for family life 
education by responsible community 
organizations, This resolution was op- 
possed by some doctors, including one 
who stated, “If we are concerned abo- 
ut abortions and unwanted pregnancies, 


why don’ t we say ‘don't leap into bed. ” 


November 2, the Calgary Herald 
reported that a Canada-wide Coalition 
For Life, representing members from 
about 150 federal ridings across Cana- 
da, met with their Members of Parlia- 
ment and senators from their areas, 
held a public forum and flower-laying 
ceremony £2 parts of a three day "Fes- 
tival of Life.” The organizers of the 
Festival indicated that their chats with 
the MP's had been encouraging, "We 
found the MP*s were quite concerned 
over the number of abortions taking 
place and most of them agreed that 
a review of the legislation was neces- 
sary... There are a large number 
who are against abortion, period, but 
even those who have qualifications 
are worried about the rising abortion 
rate, " 


Labour has directed all its affiliates to 
support the Committees to Defend Dr. 
Mor gentaler with financial aid and 
press coverage. It has offered to allow 
the defense committees to use its net- 
work for soliciting and collecting dona- 
tions to strike funds to finance their ef- 
forts to organize in defense of Dr. Mor- 
gentaler, 
Here in Edmonton, Local 23 (Uni- 

versity Hospital) of the Civil Servants’ 


Association voted unanimously to support 


Dr. Morgentaler, 
Meanwhile, Dr, Morgentaler was 


acquitted on his first charge by a jury of 


eleven Catholic men and one woman. 


His case is being appealed by the Crown © 


and Prime Minister Trudeau seems to be 
considering going directly to the Su- 
preme Court for a ruling on the validity 
of Morgentaler’ s defense. 

On November 22, Trudeau told the 
Commons, "... the government would 
certainly not want to leave a section of 
the Criminal Code open to interpreta- 
tion. That is why we are happy to see 
that an appeal has been lod ed in this 
case, and that the Appeals Court and, 
eventually, the Supreme Court may 


e Continued on Page 7. ®° 
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November 22, Justice Minister 
Otto Lang was reported in the Calgary 
Herald to have oredered a study to de- 
termine if, despite’the provisions of 
the Criminal Code, there is in fact 
abortion on demand in Canada, This 
order arose out of the acquittal of Dr. 
Henry Morgentaler, charged with in- 
ducing an abortion in his Montréal 
clinic, thereby by- passing the Crimin- 
al Code provision for a hospital com- 
mittee to determine the necessity of 
the abortion. Lang stated that there 
must also be discussions with provinci- 
al attorneys- general, responsible for 
the enforcement of the Criminal Code, 
"in view_of the importance of determ- 
ining the issue as quickly as possible, " 

Meanwhile, back in Alberta, the 
Alberta Knights of Columbus continue 
their campaign to enforce stricter in- 
terpretation of the Criminal Code, All 
Knights have been urged to wi‘te and 
telephone their MLA" s to express sup- 
port for Bill 220, POUNDMAKER (nov- 


"past year, indicate 


Continued from page 4 


ember 19) reported that Bill 220, if 
not receiving a second reading in the 
Alberta Legislature this fall, was defin- 
ately planned to be re-introduced by 
Mr. Ashton during the coming spring 
session, 

These reports, gathered over the 
at there is a pow- 
erful lobby pressuring to restrict and 
eventually remove abortion as a right 
for women in Canada, Many of those 
organizings wishing to "illegalize" a- 
bortion also advocate public education 
in contraception, and some few would 
make contraceptive devices more eas- 
ily available to the public, or segments 
thereof, 

However, although these goals are 
commendable, as stated earlier, they 
do not recognize that “bortion will be 
necessary as an interim measure for as 
long as there are the "uneducated" and, 
as long as there are no 100% effective 
contraceptives that can be safely used 
by everyone. 


Women's Calender- 


a new book 


By Dorothy Wigmore 
for Canadian 


niversity Press 


"It is to these women, whoever 
they are - farm wives, doctors, office 
workers, artists, homemakers, factory 
workers, lawyers, teachers, nurses, 
musicians - and wherever: they are’ 
across this far-flung Dominion who 
will in their own way work towards the 
ideal of free and happy womanhood 
and ‘thereby a free and happier world,’ 
I dedicate this book, " 


November 1944 
"New Worlds for Women" 
by Dorice Nielson 


Dorice Nielson, the only female 
member of the 1940-45 Parliament, 
was a member of the Unity Progressive 
Party from North Battleford, Saskatche 
wan. During her term as an MP she 
protested against the RCMP’ s interring 
of people under the War Measures Act, 
introduced a medicare bill, and drew 


crowds of 8, 000 to 10, 000 in Toronto 


when she spoke about poverty in Can- 
ada, 

Nielson, who has taught at the 
University of Peking since the mid- 


fifties, is one of the women mention- 
ed in a calendar about women; releas- 
ed. by the Women's Educational Press 
in Toronto, 

The calendar, similar to others 
produced about the war in Indochina 
and the Third World, is full of details 
and pictures about the struggles and 
achievements of Canadian women, 
with all but 18 days of the year com- 
memorating various women or their 
achievements, 

Five Saskatchewan women work- 
ed through the summer on an Opportu- 
nities for Youth grant to produce the 
calendar, 

"It's a useful book with a mess- 
age," Gwen Gray said in an interview 

"We did it to offer something that 
can reach a lot of people, and to give 
people an idea of what wonien have 
done in Canada, " 

Many of the women investigated 
"were dealing with some of the same 
issues we're doing today, such asday-; 
care and co-operative living," she 
added. 

The calendar can be obtained 
in most bookstores or ordered from the 
Women's Educational Press, 352 
Bloor St. W, Toronto, 


Please refer to Page 12 for more feminist information. 
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The Joliette Firestone dispute 


Que. labor’s 


“milestone” 


by Cam Ford and Anne McLean 


"After eight months of strike, the 
struggle of the 300 people of Joliette 
against the Firestone company has be- 
come the struggle of the union move- 
ment Bago multinational corpora- 
tions who insist on considering Québec 
as a place for cheap labour, " charged 
Louis Laberge, head of the 250, 000 
member Québec Federation of Labor 
(QFL). 

The strike in Joliette, Québec will 
be remembered as another milestone 
in the labour struggle in Québec, The 
Québec sovernment and the multina- 
tional corporation have combmhed in 
attempts to break the eight month 
long strike for parity of Québec wor- 
kers with their counterparts in Ontario, 

Although the Jolictte Firestone wor- 
kers have established North American 
production records, they still earn $1, 29 


less an hour than their Ontario counter- - 


parts, $3, 06 compared to $4, 35, They 
are seeking an original increase of 

$0, 70 an hour, $0, 26 more in January 
and again in June to bring them to an 
equitable level with the lowest paid 
workers at the Firestone plant in Ham- 
ilton, 


Negotiations broke down Thursday, 
Nov. 28 after the company came up 
with what was supposed to be its “big 
offer", Rumors had been circulated 
by the company that there was to be a 
major breakthrough. But when they 
came to the bargaining table, the 
company had upped its offer from 
$0, 45 to $0. 55, 


“The company negotiators said that 
they did not have a mandate to meet 
the union’s minimum demands, so 
we told them to go and get the man- 
date” Fernand Daoust, secretary gen- 
eral of the QFL told reporters in an- 
noucing that talks between the two 
had broken down. 


The offer of $0, 55 an hour does 
not constitute a firm offer; it is con- 
ditional to the settlement of all other 
points by arbitration. The union feels 
that the company is trying to starve 
the union out until after the new year 
and warns that it will revert to the 
workers’ original request for salary 
parity immediately with their Ontario 
counterparts, 


The union can hold out since the 
spirit of the strikers is high. To com- 
bat the despair that often sets in dur- 
ing a long strike, the union has orga- 
nized politicization classes three 
nights a week which are attended by 
the workers and their wives, Strike 
pay is $25, 00 a week, 


Louis Laberge, OFL President, feels 
that the union movement cannot af- 
ford to lose this strike: "If we lose this 
strike, we will never win another in 
Québee, ” The multi-national corpora- 
tions, with help from the Québec go- 
vernment, will know that they wil 
be able to starve out any union strike 
if they can break this one, which has 
won the support of the Gonfederation 
of National Trade Unions and the 
Québec Teachers Federation as well 
as the OFL, 


The history of the Firestone plant 
is another example of the colonialist 
attitude of the multi-national corpor- 
ations towards Québec, Firestone came 
to Joliette in 1965 with huge subsidies 
from the Québec government. The 
$45, 000, 000 operation would provide 
three hundred jobs for the men of the 
town, 


The mayor and the town notables ot 
Joliette welcomed the multi-national 
corporation by creating a new boule- 


vard, Firestone Boulevard, on the nor- 
thern outskirts of town. Enthusiam ran 
high and reports were circulated that 
high salaries were to be paid at the 
new plant. 


The cream of the town's young 
men, 18-20 yvars old, in perfect 
health, bilingual, and with high 
school education, were hired with 
promises of quick advancement if 
they performed well, 


One third of the workers were put 
on piece- work system, That meant 
the faster they worked, the more 
money they got. It also meant that 
the faster they worked on the assem- 
bly line, the faster their fellow wor- 
kers on the line, who were not on 
Piece- work, had to work to keep up 
to them. 


When the workers started breaking 
North American production records, 
they were given a big party with door 
prizes of (what else) tires, and even 
a color T. V, Other lavish rewards 
included a cent-an- hour increase for 
everyone, followed by a two-cent 
increase two weeks later. 


In the following weeks, to con- 
tinue the record setting pace, man- 
agement introduced a system of "re- 
wards and incentives” whereby the 
work team that produced more tires 
than the others-over a certain period 
of time would get free beer at the 
nearest tavern, 


Ulcer cases and nervous depression 
began to appear among the men, The 
honeymoon atmosphere began to pall. 
The first union demands were put for- 
ward: equal work for equal pay and 
adequate working conditions, Joliette 
Firestone’ s first strike lasted. three 
months, stretching through the fall 
and winter of 69-70, 


The company responded to these 
first signs of militancy by hiring a 
few Francophone management per- 
sonnel, (as the union puts it, “At 
last, we were being exploited in 
French, ") but working conditions 
grew worse as Firestone retaliated 
with pressure for increased production 
and strict policing of the workers by 
fozemen and lower management per- 
sonnel, So the workers organized a 
slow-down, forcing Firestone to regu- 
late thirteen outstanding grievances. 


The company then introduced ef- 
ficiency schemes, whereby workers 
who made suggestions as to how to 
streamline the operation, even at 
the cost of their own jobs. were re- 
warded by having color photos of 
themselves shaking hands with the 
bosses posted on the bulletin boards, 


A safety campaign was also initi- 
ated in which the company promised 
a draw for a ski-doo if there was not 
a work accident in a one-year period, 


Now the company is trying to 
make an example of the “militant” 
Québec labor. There have been 
veiled rumors of the company’s clo- 
sing down and leaving Québec if the 
provincial government does not deal 
with the militants and the trouble- 
makers in the labor movement. 


The union reply to that is: "It is 
better that a company leave Québec 
if it cannot accept proper working 
conditions for its workers". 


The QFL is hinting at a worker- 
takeover of the plant if Firestone de- 
cides to pull out of Joliette. “The 
won't need a very large truck” (i 
they decide to leave), Laberge retor- 
ted when questioned about the rumor. 


The thrice weekly politicization 
classes have an average attendance 
of over 200 per week, Attendance 
has been By because morale is 
high, and the fifty member organi- 
zing committee say they will con- 
tinue the classes for as long as the 
strike goes on, Followin the uide- 
lines set out in a manual published 
by the Labor Council of Joliette, ses- 
sions have been held on the history 
of the trade union movement, the 
Unemployment Insurance Act, Work- 
man’s Compensation, the history of 


Québec, as well as on things like the 
situation in Chile and the nature of 
capitalism, 


The orientation of the QFL union’ s 
classes is representative of the turn 
which the union movement in Québec 
has taken in the last two or three years. 


Both the QFL and CNTU are channeling 
considerable eget into political edu- 
cation, For the 2000 workers in the pro- 
vince currently on strike and waiting 
for settlement, these classes provide.a 
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place to meet and a means of main- 


taining solidarity during an extended 
strike, 


Meetings of workers” wives are being - 


held to find ways to build support for 

the strike amongst other women, Consi- 
dering the problems of feeding a famil 
on $25, 00 a week, the anti-strike senti- 
ment of some wives is understandable, 
But, breaking down women's isolation 

in separate homes is one way of breaking 
down their sense of helplessness and fu- 
tility, and building their union consci- 
ousness, 

Picketing of the plant has ceased be-. 
cause of an injunction brought by the 
company to limit the number of picke- 
ters to four at one time. The company's 
force of 50 security guards has used 
dogs and even a helicopter to intimi- 
date Le strikers, Assistance has been 
forthe through the Québec Police, 
So, the QFL has launched a boycott of 
Firestone products, 

The boycott has been picked up by 
the Québec Teachers Federation, the 
CNTU, and many unaligned citizen 
groups that have picketed the Firestone 
outlets around the province, 

The Firestone strikers have also made 
a call to the province’s 600, 000 union 
members to contribute $0, 25 a week to 
the strike to enable them to launch a 
new program of action to put more pres- 
sure on the company, 
312 strikers about to face the Québec 
winter, 

If there is great support for the pro- 
gram, called “Operation $0, 25 to win", 
a permanent fund could be set up to 
help other strikers oes Québec, 
The QFL convention will vote on the 
matter-this week, The other major labor 


unions in Québec have’ nét’yet responded” WSs 


to the union appeal 
Rallies of support throughout the pro- 
vince have been held and more are being 


} planned in the near future, 


Efforts to break the strike by the com- 
pany have included the announcement of 


. the cancellation of a supposed expansion 


program which would have provided an 
increase of some 400 jobs for the town, 
ads in the local paper denouncing the 
strikers’ position as irresponsible, and 
stories in the Power Corporation owned 
paper paraphrasing the company ads, 
Power Corporation owns 70 percent 
of the daily papers in Québec, Voyageur 
Bus Lines, a part of the Montréal Canadi- 
ens hockey team and many other smaller 
holdings, It was involved in the last ma- 
jor strike two years ago when its largest 
paper, La Presse, was struck by its wor- 
kers, Violence erupted at two solidarity 
marches for La Presse when the Montréal 
Riot Squad charged the demonstrators. 
The union has had to fight the adverse 
publicity in the city by the company and 
its friends who are attempting to under- 
mine the: union, The company has en- 
gaged the services of a Montréal lawyer, 
a professional negotiator with over thir- 
ty years service, to “put us in a boat 
and take us for a ride”. The compan 
also sent letters to all the strikers telling 
them how much money they had lost 
and urging them to come back to work, 


> 


Other major points still to be settled, 
along with wages, include limitation of 
overtime, language of work, protection 
against technological change, and grie~ 
vance procedures, The strikers feel that 
they should be able to work in their 
native tongue and want retraining when 
jobs are phased out and repiéced by new 
ones, 

The union is willing to sit down and 
talk at any time, according to Fernand 
Daoust, as soon as the company comes ’ 
forward with a serious offer, In the inter- 
im, workers are not sitting down, but 
organizing so that the strike does not 
become another victim of management- 

overnment Co-operation like the Mur- 

ochville or Asbestos strikes during the 
Duplessis regime in Québec, It is often 
said that Bourassa and Duplessis are very 
much alike, 
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It will also help the 


Power play in C 


$ by Elspith Guild and Cam Ford 


While the Canadian Union of Public 
Employees (CUPE) has called for a dras- 


E tic change in the Canadian Labour Con- 


gress (CLC) on the grounds that it is un- 
responsive to its members and too highly 
centralized, the executive of CUPE 
pushed through a series of resolutions that 
severly curtail the rights and powers of 
its own individual locals. 

The CUPE National Convention, 
from November 26 to 30 In Montréal, 
voted oversea in favour of main- 
taining its membership in the CLC if the 
congress embarks on a progr 1 
revitalization and change of leadership. * 

This is a result of a dispute between 
CUPE and the leadership: of the CLC whi- 
ch grew out of the CLC decision to grant 
direct affiliation to three provincial as- 
sociations, contravening an agreement set 


up by the CLC giving CUPE, the largest C 


Canadian union, jurisdiction over public 
employees. , 
ile presenting the emergency res- 
olution to the floor, the CUPE executive 
also announced a untied front amongst 
CUPE, the Candian Brotherhood of Rail- 
way, Transport and General Workers 
(CBRT & GW) and the Public Service Al- 
liance of Canada (PSAC) which supports 
CUPE in its fight with the national labor 
congress. : 
The front has published a working 

aper that supposedly lays down the re- 
pete necessary to retain the 185, 000 
members of CUPE, ap Sptepeglay ee per 
cent of the total membership of the CLC, 


While there are five points to the pa- 
per, it is more words than an actual poli- 


cy. 
3 _ The outline includes Standards for 


Better Trade Unionism, Canadian Control, _ 


Rationalization of Jurisdiction, Combat- 
ting the Multi- national corporations and 


the re-organization of the congress depar- 
The most important . 


tments and offices, 

issue lies with jurisdiction 

ing to have to backtrack on its admitting 
e€ provincial asséciations and make 


them become locals of CUPE, This is be- 


cause of a need for a policy of industrial 
groupings to promote ‘interunion under- 
standing with the object of achieving ev- 
entual organic unity. " This would have 
to be done according to a definite time- 
table. 

The working paper did not set a ti- 
metable. 

Grouping by industry or function is 
also necessary to fight effectively multi- 
national corporations, according to the 
paper, : 

The CLC leadership is also directed 


to play a more “progressive and militant" 


role in various international federations 
and secretariats, but neither the defini- 


tion of progressive nor the federations are 


mentioned, 


There is nothing in the paper beyond 


‘stating that there should be standards for 
the membership to uphold, only lip ser- 
vice to Canadian control and little over- 
all direction given by the working paper 
submitted by the three unions. 

The membership of the three unions 
make up around thir P 2 cent of the 
membership of the CLC, 

The resolution passed with relative 
ease with the British Columbia delegates 
being the only ig opposing the mo- 
tion as a bloc, The BC delegates expres~ 
sed great fears about dividing the labour 


movement, citing unions such as the Ca- 
nadian Association of Industrial, Mechan- 
ical and Allied Workers as nationalist gr- 


oupéthat were already "tearing at the 
flesh of the labour movement in this 


connie. : 
e resolution is vague enough to 
allow the CUPE executive to accept any 
changes made at the CLC convention 
next May as satisfying CUPE"s demands 
for reform, the condition on whick 
CUPE" s continued membership in the 
CLC “hinges”, 

CUPE, along with the CBRT & GW 


and the PSAC seem more intent in estab- 


lishing a stronger foothold in the CLC 
than in joining the Confederation of Ca- 
nadian Union(CCU) and building strong 
Canadian Unions: 

The leaders and policies of the ~ 
CLC were strongly denounced by the 
whole convention during the debate 
for being anti- Canadian union and un- 


am of “reform 


In rationalization, the congress is go- 


concerned with the plight of the union 
movement in general, The leaders of 
the CLC received criticism for bowing 
to the dictates of the international un- 
ions whose Canadian affiliates cannot 
set policy for the Canadian locals, 

The working paper demand for 
new leadership will certainly he met 

as the head of the CLC is retiring. 
The * fight’. to rid the congress of its 
present leadership is little more than 
an easy opportunity for the three un- 
ions to blow their own horn; 

The CUPE executive called for 
massive representation by the delegat- 
es at the CLC convention in May to 
be able to strongly work for the oft 
mentioned reforms and revitalization, 

Stan Little, president of CUPE set 
the tone for the attack on the CLC 
with his cutting remarks about the A- 
merican dominated body: 

"When we come to the CLC, we 
are faced with the problem that there 
is no e1tictive centre for Canadian La- 
bour, In this case, the argument is 
that action must be taken to create 
something that does not now exist. We 
believe the Congress leadership is 
blind to the social and political chang- 


~es that have been occuring tight in 


front of their noses over the past twen- 
years, " 

Addressing the CUPE convention 
Louis Laberge, president of the Québec 
Federation of Labour (QFL) spoke str- 
ongly in support of the executive" s 
stand towards the CLC, charging that 
the leadership of the congress had for- 
pee that they were elected to serve 

e wants of the members, But he plea- 
ded with the CUPE convention not to 
get out of the CLC, 

He also campaigned loudly for the 
CUPE executive who were re-elected 
for a sixth term. He felt that the ex- 
pansionist policies the current execu- 
tive wished to undertake deserved the 
full psa of the rank and file. 

executive convinced the mem- 
bership that to continue its rapid grow- 
th rate, ‘it is necessary to have a high- 
ly centralized power structure in the 
supposed ' militant* union, 

The most centralizing resolution 
presented by the executive changed 
the structure of the divisions and coun- 
cils, The provisional divisions and dis- 
trict councils were directed to imple- 
ment the national and provincial pol- 
icies set out by the national executive 
before carrying out their own policies, 
In the same resolution, the executive 
set up a new category, the services di- 


: vision, whose purpose is left unclear, 


This division can be set up by the 
national executive at its own discretion 
and can include any number of unions 
and have jurisdiction over them, The 
bylaws of the division are laid down 
by the executive, While they can be 
ammended by the division, they must 
be ratified by the executive and can- 
not conflict with policy. 

The services division can include 
any provision the executive sees fit. 

It can determine the qualifications, 
duties, method of nomination or elec- _ 
tion of its members, It can make poli- 
cy decisions for the union under it, 
gotiate for them, levy per capita taxes 
trom ther and administer collective 
agreements on their behalf, 

A service division must abide by 
the constitution of CUPE, 

This ammendmentgives the exec- 


(Continued from page 5) 


bility of referring the case to the Su- 
preme Court so 
settled as soon as possible. “ 


to the acquittal of Dr, Morgentaler, 


permit freedom of conscience to the 
people of this country by taking abor- 


dividual case by the woman involved 


have to rule on the final interpretation 
of this section of the Criminal Code, .. 
if need be we shall consider the possi- 
at this matter may be 
NDP M. P. Grace MacInnis, referring 
asked in the House of Commons, Nov. 
15; "When is this government going to 


tion from the Criminal Code and allow- 
ing the decision to be made in each in- 


utive power to take over any local, un- 
ion or group of unions it feels are being 
mismanaged or troublesome. By set- 
ting up a service division over a union 
or group of unions the executive in 
effect dismisses the leadership of the 
union, It can take complete control 
over every aspect of it. In other un- 
ions this is known as imposing trustee- 
ship. 

The only loca! to fight this am- 
mendment was the broadcast division, 
This division and particularly Montré- 
al local 660 have fought bitterly for 

eater autonomy, facing severe crit- 
icism. 

In the president* s report, Stan Lit- 
tle wrote: "Doggedly exploiting this 
bogus issue of autonomy for narrow per- 
sonal and political reasons, the lead- 
ers of Local 660 refused to take part in 
the drafting of the Divisional Consti- 
tution, voted against its adoption at 
the Founding Convention, declined to 
elect their Regional Vice-President 
to the division executive and have 
boycotted most of its activities since 
nie 

The president* s report was read 
and considered before the resolution 
creating the service division was broli~ 
ght forth, There was no agenda for res- 
olutions; the program merely set aside 
part of each morning for them. When 
requested to provide an agenda the ex: 
ecutive told delegates that it was im- 
possible. 

The only executive resolution to 
be defeated would have given the ex- 
ecutive power to revoke the charter 
of any local, The loca!’s only recourse 
would have been to appeal the decis- 
ion at a national convention, 

Presently a charter can only be re- 
voked at a roll call vote at a national 
convention, 

In another resolution the execut- 
ive has been allowed to send out a re- 
port ‘of the convention rathes than the 
proceedings, The report will be writ- 
ten by the Secretary-Treasrer, a mem- 
ber of the executive. 

The executive requested this on 
the grounds tha the cost of sending out 

roceedings of the 1971 convention was 
foo, 000, (CUPE holds a convention 
every two years). 

However, the executive was weal- 
thy enough to print eight booklets ot 
up to 66 pages for each delegate, There 
were 1,500 delegates, One of the smal- 
ler booklets cost eleven cents each and 
zach delegate was given two copies. 

It also printed out the tenth anniversary. 
issue of the union paper with ten full 
colour pages, 

So the smaller, poorer locals who 
were unable to send a delegate to the’ 
convention will have to accept the Sec- 
retary- Treasurer’ s report of the conven- 
tion, 

The centralization of CUPE is in 
part a result of the stress placed on ex- 
pansion by the union, It has only been 
in existance for ten years but is already 
the largest union in Canada, with 18%, 
000 members, The executive has coi- 
vinced the membership that it is nec- 
essary to have a highly centralized stru- 
cture to continue its rapid growth rate, 
The success of the executive, which 
has not changed since the birth of CUPE, 
has been so dramatic that the member- 
ship is willing to give up autonomy to 
maintain helt Iposition. as the largest 
and strongest union in Canada. 


Labour supports Morgentaler 


and her doctor?” 

Justice Minister Otto Lang’ s parlia- 
mentary secretary replied, “The gener- 
al position of the Minister inside and 
outside the House is as follows: he ob- 
jects to any ammendment to the abor- 
tion legislation as it now stands, " 

On Nov. 4, Liberal M. P, Ralph Ste- 
wart told an Ottawa rally of anti-abor- 
tionists, self-styled "Right-to-Lifers": 
"We now have a Justice Minister who is 
on our side, ” 

To become involved in the Edmon- 
ton Committee to Defend Dr, Morgen- 
taler, call Angela Mueller at 433-8998, 
by Charlotte MacDonald 
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Godspell: a Christmas treat 


A charismatic Jesus in boxer shorts 
or superman shirt, That*s Godspell, 
and it all adds up to a unique evening 
of theatre for Edmonton patrons, 

Godspell represents an incursion b 
Studio Theatre/Stage 74 into the realm 
of musical comedy, and praise the 
Lord, it all comes to pass very well. 

The message of Godspell is basically 
the message of Jesus as recorded in the 
Gospel of St. Matthew. Christ is shown 
to be a charismatic leader with exag- 
gerated hopes and expectations. Exag- 
gerated in the sense that his commands 
always seem to go against the nature 
o; his “apostles”. He is always telling 
them to put back the candy on the 
shelf, 

Nor are the “hard sayings” of the 
New Testament neglected, Again and 
again Jesus is portrayed dividing the 
sheep and the goats, the good seed 


CKUA PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 


MONDAY ( December 10) 


6:00 A.M, THE EYEOPENER: 


17:30 A.M. HOT OFF THE STREET: 


Music, mostly, with news at 6:30, 6:55, 7:30, 
7:50, 8:30 and 8:55. 


Conversation with Sue McMaster, coordinator 
0f the new women's magazine " Out" 


from the fara Ug! Jesus of Godspell is 
no nur! school e with a sugar- 
coated Gos 1, sal . 

In fact the theology of Godspell is 
not at all bad, mer that Jesus is 
clearly considered to be human by the 
authors, There is no resurrection, no 
Easter joy at the end, 

This musical-comedy-drama is an 
excellent: way for many to relearn the 
parables of the New Testament. The- 
ology without tears. 

ll the performers in the production 
are excellent and Jesus certainly gives 
a stellar performance, His every ges- 
ture and expression communicate the 
} opF t who sees the absurdity of seri- 
ousness and the seriousness of absurdity, 

Jesus is followed by a throng of ten 
“apostles” and they too let their various 
lights shine. Their inventiveness in 
each scene is wonderful as they act out 


published in Edmonton. 


8:00 P.M. MUSTC AND MEWS: 


Discussion of choral music with Wayne Gilpin, 


John Barnum 


graduate student, U of A. 


10:30 P.M. INTEGRITY IN COMMUNICATION: 


Harry Boyle CRTC commissioner, broadcaster 


Stankey Burke and American writer and broadcast 
negulaton Nicholas Johnson, present viewpoints 
on aspects of integrity in the communications 


process. 


17200 P.M. ROTARY CAROL CONCERT: 


Broadcast of tonight's program from Robertson- 


Susan Bain 


Wesley United Church, Edmonton. 


TUESDAY ( December 11) 


Discussion on books as gifts, with Jan Waters, 
editon in chies, Hurtig Publishers. 


Donothy Dah&gren 


Presentations rom an Edmonton symposium to 


examine the application of transcendental 
meditation in education. 


11:30AM... TALKING ABQUT BOOKS: 
“$200 P.M. SCL_AND EDUCATION: 

10:30 P.M. THE ACME SAUSAGE COMPANY: 
11:00 P.M. ROTARY CAROL CONCERT: 


WEDNESDAY | December 12) 


Music composed and performed by Randy Sargent. 


Broadcast of tonight's program «rom Robertson- 
Wesley United Church, E 


Holger Petersen 


Susan Bain 
dmonton 


Tony Dillon-Davii 


1200 P.M. CONCERT AT ONE: 90 minutes of music from the chassics repenrtoine. 
7245 P.M: UNIVERSITY TALK: "The Scipio en @ siete ae Mackenzie : 
chainman, Dept. of Classics, og A. : \ 
8:00 P.M. BOSTON SYMPHONY CONCERT: Cokin Davis conducting. Jerome Lowenthal sotoist. 
Beethoven: Coniokanus Overture and Piano Concerto 
No.2; Brahms: Symphony No. 3. 
11:00 P.M. ROTARY CAROLCONCERT: Broadcast of tonight's program from Robertson- Susan Bain 
Wesley United Church, Edmonton. 
THURSDAY | December 13) 
8:00 P.M. JAZZ INTERACTIONS: Music and conversation with saxophonist and Mane Vasey 
flutist Hadley Caliman, who recently performed 
for the Edmonton Jazz Society - with George 
McFetnridge, Clint Houston and Cliff Barbaro. 
9:00 PLM. MATT HEDLEY PRESENTS: Yehudi Menuhin Lectures on Bach's Chaconne. Matt Hedley 
10: 30 P.M. THE ACME SAUSAGE COMPANY: + Jazz, featuring Dave Young and Tom Banks. Mane Vasey 
11:00 P.M. ROTARY CAROL CONCERT: Broadcast of tonight's program from Robertson- Susan Bain 
Wesley United Church, Edmonton. 
FRIDAY { December 14} 
6:45 P.M. UNIVERSITY CONCERT HALL: Claude Kenneson, cello; Janet Scott, piano. Don McLean 
necorded in Convocation Hall. 
$:00 P.M. PHILADELPHIA ORCHESTRA: Robert Page conducting. 
’ Penderecki: Passion and Death of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ According to Saint Luke. 
9:45 PLM. 25TH FRAME: A critical examination of films and filming. Stephen Scobie 
10:00 P.M. MAJOR NEWS MAGAZINE: News, views, commentaries and weekly news review Don Gillis 
& Carl Noack 
11:00 P.M. ROTARY CAROL CONCERT: Broadcast of the final program from Robertson- Susan Bain 
Wesley United Church, Edmonton 
SATURDAY (December 15) 
9:30 A.M. OPERA IN GERMANY: Development of music theatre in Germany. 
11:00 A.M. SHOWTIME: Music from "Seesaw". Murray Davis 
4:05 PLM. POST-MODERN MUSIC: "Sound Awareness” with Robert Northern. Mane Vasey 
Music of Terumasu Hino. 
6:45 PLM. SATURDAY EVENING CONCERT: Roussel: Bacchus et Ariane Suite No.2; Don McLean 
H Dvonak: Romance; Poukenc: Concert Champetre 
for Harpsichord and Orchestra. 
SUNDAY (December 16) 
9:05 A.M, COMMENTARY : The issues, the direction of new policies Harry Midg£ei 
and the fact behind the news. oe 
:00 P.M. CONTINENTAL MUSTCALE: Popular music gr0m Continental Europe. Gaby Haas 
9:00 P.M, GOONS AND BUFFOONS: Contemponany comedy, off the record. Andy Smith 
9:30 PLM, PICKIN’ UP THE PIECES: 
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Traditional music and music of today, of significance. Holger Petersen. 


the recitation of Jesus's parables, Yet 
the players avoid the pitfall of exces- 
sive cuteness, 

There are a thousand opportunities 
for the actors to provide amusing ef- 
fects and they do so with rib-tickling 
frequency. 

If Jesus is a charismatic visionary, 
his following is certainly an amazing 
blend of human types and emotions, No 
pious prophets they. More than once 
must Jesus douse the sexual ardour of his 
followers when they think on earthly 
rather than heavenly rewards. 

The apostles are a motley and vari- 
egated crew with the wildest of cos- 
tumes to suit their bizarre roles. 

There" s even a roaring Twenties Flap- 
per--perhaps Mary Magdalene? 

It's as if a mad visionary prophet of 
our own day were let loose among a 
P, T. Barnum circus, All the clowns 
and dancing girls dig Jesus even when 
he clamps down on their ordinary plea- 
sures or vices with promise of pie in 
the sky in the great by and by. 

cret is a musical and the cast 
and band do very well in this indispen- 
sable aspect of the play, For a few 


songs, the singers might impreve their 
pitch or tone, but in general they do 
well enough and more, 

The Jazz-rock band, under the di- 
rection of local jazz celebrity George 

cFetridge:, provides a good carny and 
brassy sound as backup, just what is re- 
quired under the circumstances, 

The proof of the production is in the 
audience and the opening night crowd 
loved Godspell, The cast had been able 
to provide an excellent ambiance com- 
posed of wit, music, emotions, and 
more than a dash of biblical instruction, 
The audience responded with many 
spontaneous signals of approval includ- 
ing a standing ovation at the end. 


Godspell is going to continue its run 
until December 19. 

Verily, I say unto you, don't miss 
out on this Christmas treat, Surely not 
all people are turned on by the profun- 
dities of a Harold Pinter, Godspell 
marks the end of three months of such 
dour fare, 


by Henry Higgins 


Petty bourgeois delights 


Last Wednesday evening the Edmon- 
ton Symphony Orchestra under Pierre 
Hétu presented the first of its duMaurier 
Promenade Series concerts at the Jubi- 
lee Auditorium, Entitled "A Viennese 
Evening", it featured music by Johann 
Strauss and Franz Lehar, including 
arias from their more famous operettas 
sung by Gwenlynn Little, soprano, and 
Pierre Duval, tenor. 

But despite the title and the contents 
of the concert, only an extraordinarily 

rverse at gente could possibly 

ve conjured up an image in any way 
resembling Vienna, At best, it was no 
more than an evening in Berlin--deci- 
dedly dowdy, unbecomingly aggressive, 
crude in its humour, and worst of all, 
terribly straight-laced. 

Despite. Hétu’s year of study in Vi- 
enna, he seems to have made the com- 
mon error of regarding Austria as a 
merely German country just because its 
inhabitants happen to speak German, 
Not only is this not the case at present, 
it was even less so in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries, The cultural im- 

ulses of the Austria of Strauss and Le- 

r were not only thoroughly non-Ger- 
man, they were often quite anti-Ger- 
man, Slavic and Hungarian influences 
were paramount, and even Italian ones 
were often greater than German ones, 

A misunderstanding of this point was 
particularly evident in the performance 
of the gypsy song "Wer uns getraut" 
from Strauss" s YPSY. Baron, The chara- 
cteristic drone bass of some Hungarian 
folk tunes which Strauss employed with 
such effect was almost inaudible, and 
the reckless czardas-like finale sounded 
like an accompanied vocal exercise, 

The two Strauss waltzes of the pro- 
gramme also suffered from germaniza- 
tion, Stripped of their subtle bitter- 
sweet elegance, they sounded like 
dance music for the ]Hanoveriam petit- 


bourgeois winter carnival, Voices of 


Spring was rendered a graceless thing, 
and th 


e maje-tic Emperor Waltz; 
Strauss’ s most heart-felt homage to his 
imperial master, made totally devoid 
of nobility. This was partially due to 
the fact that both waltzes received per- 
formances that were much too fast, do- 
ing violence to that quintessentiall 
Austrian charac: eristic, Gemuthlich- 
keit (a word which really has no English 
€quivalent, but which conceptualizes 
a genial easy-going unhurried tempera- 
ment). : 

What made the evening even more 
offensive was that the singers suffered 
from the same problem. Though from a 
purely technical point of view both 
singers cis Agree beautiful well-trained 
voices with much promise, they were 
also short on understanding. Singing 
alternately in English, German, and 
French, Ms, Little sounded more as if 
she were singing Gilbert and Sullivan 
rather than Strauss and Lehar, Mr, Du- 
val, singing mostly in French, opted 
for such weepy-eyed interpretations 
that one could have sworn that one was 
listening to Puccini if one did not know 
better, The music of Strauss and Lehar 
may have been sweetly decadent, but 
it was never degenerate, 

In fact, ei the five polkas of the 
evening (two of which were aa as 
encores) came across successfully, 
There, at least, speed did not kill, and 
that, combined with good articulation 
and some fine orchestral playing (with 
the single exception of the horns which 
were a disaster) rescued an otherwise 
mercilessly misconceived evening. Per- 
haps if champagne had been served to 
all the artists before the performance, 
they might have more readily under- 
stood the spirit of a Viennese Evening, 


by Franz Szabo 
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National Film Theater seeks Edmonton home 


The National Film Theatre is loo- 
king for a permanent home in Edmon- 
ton and is seeking provincial support 
for a facility that would make a vei 
prestigious addition to the cultural life 
of the city and province. 

The principles of the NFT go be- 
yond the simple showing of films, Ur- 
sula Ulrich, who practically is the 
NFT in Edmonton, says the proposal is 
for “the creation and development of 
an independent provincial film cult- 
ural organization, to encourage and 
promote the appreciation, study, and 
use of cinema in Alberta", 

In February Ms, Ulrich submitted a 
proposal for a provincial Film Study 
Centre to Horst Schmid, Minister of 
Culture, Youth, and Recreation, In 
this she said that “efforts in Alberta to 
meet the public’ s inquisitiveness about 
film have been hampered by the lack 
of a CENTER which could provide both 
information on all aspects of film, 
and prints of the films which are es- 
sential for instructing courses in film 
history and film technique, Obviously, 
there is a need for a CENTER in this 
Province, which would facilitate ac- 
cess by students, researchers, and the 
egy public to works of the cinema, 

uch a CENTER should provide a cata- 
logue of films (similar to the book 
catalogues in libraries), an informa- 
tion and procurement service, and a 
place for deposit of materials which 
are needed only occasionally, " 

The activities of the CENTER, says 
Ms, Ulrich, would naturally fall into 
three main categories: 

1, The screening of films presen- 
ting a structured programme of inter- 
national cinema both classical and 
contemporary, grouped according to 
themes, cinematic genres, or tech- 
niques, periods and countries of origin, 
directors, actors, etc, Such program- 
mes would provide the spectators with 
the opportunity to experience film's 
development as an art form, to study 
a director" s or an actor*s technique, 
to compare the varied treatment of 
the same theme by different artists, 
at different times, and in different 
countries, 

In conjunction with the programmes 
screened, there should be fim appre- 
ciation classes offered, 

2, The CENTER’ s library, contai- 
ning a continually updated collection 
of reference books and magazines on 
the film media, complemented by an 
equally important collection of films 
and stills, would be the basis for seri- 
ous and formal film study in this Pro- 
vince, This function of the CENTER 


will be basic to the institution.nf regu- 
lar courses on all aspects of cinema, 

3. The proposed FILM STUDY CEN- 
TER should also provide work and trai- 


ning facilities for the film artists of 
this Province, There should be a great 
variety of equipment, some of which 
should also be available for rental, 

The government has adopted a 
* wait and see’ policy. However, when 
I spoke to Mr, Schmid last week, far 
from seeing his way to went omg. bog’ 
a facility fhad the impression that he 
had not seriously related to the ques- 
tion at all, 

Even though there has been a great 
deal of correspondence and communi- 
cation between the NFT and Mr. 
Schmid’ s office, Mr. Schmid was still 
under the impression that the NFT was 
closely tied to the National Film 
Board and used NFB films, He said 
that he thought the NFT had a valuable 
contribution to make in bringing NFB 
films from the East to the West. 

But the NFT and NFB are not linked 
in any way, apart from their mutual 
interest in film, The NFB was estab- 
lished * to initiate and promote the 
production and distribution of films in 
the national interest, and in particular, 
films designed to interpret Canada to 
Canadians and to other countries’ . 


The cinematic material of the NFT 
however, includes not simply the work 
of Alberta and Canadian film makers, 
done * in the national interest*, but 
the work of Alberta and Canadian film 
makers in general, and also world 
classics, and films both documentary 
and fiction which are of historical, 
sociological, or scientific significance, 
clearly a much wider and more com- 
prehensive frame-of-reference than 
that of t' > NFB, 

Mr, Schmid did, however, recog- 
nize the very valuable educationa 
role the NFT could play, and empha- 
sized that he saw the NFT making a 
contribution to the arts in this total 
educational role rather than just 
through the screening of films, _ 

In fact he exempted the NFT"s re- 
cently completed series frem censor- 
ship esis he eoaees that they 
were to be exhibited by and on behalf 
of-an educational organization, , But 
along with this Order, which the Mini- 
ster has the power to issue under Sec- 
tion 20 of the The Amusements Act, 

o the requirements that instruction on 
ilms generally be given to the mem- 
bers of the NFT and information provi- 
ded on the individual films in the pro- 

ramme, These are requirements 
which fully reflect the principles of 
the NFT as mentioned above, but also 
clearly require the facility and fund- 
ing which the NFT is asking the go- 
vetnment to become involved with, 

The NFT in Edmonton used to 
screen its films in the Art Gallery un- 
til the costs became too high. The Art 


Tim Buckle 


sat. Decne t5 
8:30 pm 


Jubilee Auditorium 


tickets at Mike's 


y 


Gallery has the added disadvantage ot 
having seating for only 200 people, 
which on a number of occasions proved 
to be insufficient, 

The last series was screened both at 
the Southgate Public Library and the 
Centennial Library downtown, The NFT 
has been fortunate in the sympathetic 
and enthusiastic reponse from the di- 
rectors of these two facilities, but even 
so the facilities themselves are less 
than ideal, 

The Southgate theatre has no slo- 
ping floor which can make viewing 
difficult, especially if there are sub- 
titles to read, which is often the case 
with NFT films, Also it is extremely 
small, which has made for overcrow- 
we the past. 

e Centennial Library theatre, is 
of course, much better, but it too has 
the disadvantage of size. In addition 
this theatre is in heavy demand and 
obviously cannot cater to the time 
schedules of the NFT to the exclusion 
of everybody else. 

Both these facilities, however, have 
the more important disadvantages 
shared by other possible sites in the 
city, namely the lack of storage space 
for a possible film: library, catalozues 
and books, and the lack of 35mm pro- 
jection equipment, The latter again 
reflects the somewhat disinterested 
view of Mr. Schmid and his department 
in the NFT, Even though Ms, Ulrich 
has, on a number of occasions, in- 
quired into the possiblity of the pro- 
vincial government making available 
35mm projectors, when I spoke to 
him last week, Mr. Schmid was still 
under the impression that the library 
had such equipment. 

Many of the films in the Canadian 
Film Archives are 35mm which closes 
the door on them being screened in 
Edmonton through the NFT. The Uni- 
versity has the facility for showing 


such films but the costs are, once a- 
gain, prohibitive. 

Of course, the provision of these 
basic facilities, 35mm projection e- 


~~ pment, storage space, and a suf- 
iciently large auditorium to encour- 
age growth, would only be the begin- 
Ke To fully realize the aims of the 
NFT would require the more Pr Sere 
ized items such as lecture a1 discus- 


sion space, equipment for thé analytic 
study of the film, frame by frame, 

and perhaps even the means to provide 
work and training for the film artists 
of this Province, 

It is a grandiose scheme, and one 
which stands or falls by the extent to 
which government sees film as enktan- 
cing the society in which we live. Mr. 
Schmid wants to sce a strong expression 
of concern and interest from the public 
before he gets involved, but without 
adequate financial and other yey tag 
worthy projects too often fail hefore 
they have had a chance to become 
sufficiently established to make that 
test of public interest a valid one. 

Personally I think the NFT is to be 
encouraged, Film can be an authentic 
and very ~—t expression of the 
times, and it is frightening to think 
that of the 58 pre- World War Il Cana- 
dian feature films only 6 are known to 
exist today. One of the basic aims of 
the NFT is, of course, to as better 
protection to our cultural heritage than 
has been given in the past, 

However, there is far more to be 
said on this matter than has been said 
here. I encourage people to involve 
themselves by talking to Horst Schmid, 
by replying to this article and more 
importantly by supporting the NFT and 
any future progra:nmes it manages to 
put on, Starting in January should be 
one of the more interesting series of 
Canadian films to have been shown in 
Edmontoa. Go see them, With our sup- 
port and encouragement we might yet 
see a permanent provincial home for 
the NFT and all the cultural and educ- 
ational benefits that would mean, 

by Roger Swan 
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LETTERS PAGE 
Poundmaker 


11129 80 ave. 


Mantor quote 
surprising 


Dear POUNDMAKER Collective: 


I was really surprised by your quote 
of George Mantor, stating that his main 
objection to the NUS was that “they 
cannot relate to the government's 
people" or "play the game by their 
tules", These are the very * conserva- 
tive’ (if that's the word) ideas he de- 
graded at the election rally in residence 


when he claimed that he would lead 

us on a radical confrontation with the 
Provincial Government. We were sup- 
posed to refuse to pay fees and the like 
... if our demands were not met, The 
solution he seems to have chosen is 

not to demand anything, 


K. Detloff 
Arts Tit 


POUNDMAKER is sensational(ist) 


Dear POUNDMAKER Collective: 


I was a delegate at Man & Resources 
in Toronto. As such, I'd like to com- 
mend Ed Matwichuk on his article on 
the proceedings of the conference be 
cause it was a fairly accurate descrip- 
tion of what went on, 

He mentioned that native people, 
women and members of the working 
class were not well represented, I trust 
that this is where the headline "Indian 
Voice Ignored Again" was obtained 
from. 

In my opinion, this headline is a 
gross misconception. As a minority 
stoup,-the Indians received more pub- 

icity than the rest of the conference, 
To their benefit, they have learned to 
use the media to gain the sympathies 
of all listeners. The Indians had input 
into all the recommendations that 
came out of all the groups, and yet 
they felt that only by forming their 
own group could they get their con- 
cerns across, 

I don*t know about this, I agree 
that the Indians have problems, We* ve 
all known that for a long time, It 
was by their own choice that they 
formed a separate group at Toronto, 
not because they weren’t invited to 
the conference. (Alberta, for example, 
contracted a separate agency, AIDS, 
to get native input intoM & R )I 

ess what bothers me is that the In- 
Stans are not the only people with 
problems, and this is often forgotten, 
The Indians at Kenora are not the 
only people hurt by mercury poisoning 
in the area--I talked to a white com- 
mercial fisherman who shared the 
Indian plight. Indian women have 
much in common with the ordina 
rural housewife--look into her rights 
sometime! Sometimes we have to 
look at the forest instead of just the 
trees, Canadians have an obligation 
to each other to view themselves as 
part of the whole, So to the socially- 
conscious Indian, I say "I will look at 
your problem as long as you will give 
my problem equal consideration, and 
let’ s see if we can*t work out policy 


To close the 


recommendations as Canadians as a 
whole, " 

And to the socially- conscious 
POUNDMAKER staff, I say "You don’t 
have to be sensational. Why not have 
called Ed Matwichuk' s article * Yurko 
Refuses to Get Pregnant’ and give the 
public a real reflection of things like 
the Man & Resources conference, " 

I also enclose another brief that 
was submitted to the plenary in Tor- 
onto by a minority group--the rural 
population, I'd say if you are printin 
the Indian brief in full, the rural brie 
deserves equal time. And maybe per- 
haps to put it all in perspective, 
POUNDMAKER should publish the 
whole brief, or at least the overview 
statement. ... Personally, I would be 
fair-to- middling upset if the only 
thing that materializes out of the two 
years of M & R workshops are some 
proposals on James Bay and the Chur- 
chill River project. ere is so much 
more to consider. 

To quote from the general state- 
ment preceding the specific proposals: 
"Just as the smallest pebble sends rip- 
ples across the whole pond, so does 
every action of man have consequences 
for the (biological, social, and econ- 
omic) system. " Achieving a balance 
for quality of life for Canadians re- 
quires that we all work together on 
this The French-Canadian delegates, 
in spite of the barriers set eae com- 
munication (even though simultaneous 
translation was available) made their 
input strongly within the framework 
of the-M & R program. Women, stu- 
dents, and the working class did so as 
well, We need a strong voice, cutting 
across races and economic structures, 
to be heard by government. M&R 
gave us the voice. 


Sincerely, 
Barb Palm 


(Collective*s note: You’ re right about 
the headline; it was overly sensational- 
ist, So to Ed Matwichuk, and to our 
readers, we apologize. Secondly, 


great 


hunting debate with 
Christmas spirit... 


Christmas, Barry, " 


Dear Barry, 


My apologies for not responding 
sooner to your fine letter of a few we- 
eks ago. It seems that time has been 
short, I thought I'd conclude our discus- 
sions with a little Christmas spirit. I 
have a present that I would like to pre- 
sent on behalf of the two of us, to some 
of the berserk hunters that so often get 
us upset. It is a presentation grade Colt 
.45, engraved, "The Bollo-Cavanaugh 
Skirmish, November, 1973." Merry 


Page Ten 


while we did not print the natives‘ 
brief in full, we did quote from and 
examine it. The same will be done 
next week for the rural peoples’ brief 


you so kindly enclosed, if we're still 
publishing then, Thank you for your 
comments and enclosure, ) 


Parson's letter brings 
former sideliner into 


the abortion 


Dear POUNDMAKER Collective: 


Despite strong feelings, I have so 
far kept out of the abortion debate. 
However, the letters by B, Parsons, 
supporter of Bill 220 have finally con- 
vinced me that it is time I stepped in- 
to the fray. 

Firstly, let me ay that if I were 
pregnant, desperate for an abortion, 
living in or around Montréal, and if 
Dr. Morgentaler or someone like him, 
were performing abortions there, then 
I would go to Dr. Morgentaler, what- 
ever the facts against him that B, Par- 
sons has quoted. 

Next, if I were pregnant, and there 
was no Dr. -Morgentaler, nor any way 
to obtain a legal abortion in Canada, 
and if Ihad the money, then I wauld 
go to the States or Europe and have an 
abortion there, (Rich women have 
done this for years, It was always pos- 
sible to obtain an abortion in Harley 
Street-- whatever the law--if you had 
the money, ) 

But if I were not rich, then wha- 
tever the risk, I would go to a back- 
street abortionist--and hope. (Ordinary 
women have had abortions thet way 
throughout history--usually- well aware 
of the dangers they were facing. ) 

Finally, if I could not even afford 
to have an abortion that way, and if 
I were desperate, then I might turn 
to coat-hangers, (and quite a few 
women I have known have tried this), 

The dangers involved in the last 
two measures I have mentioned, are 
incredible, Knowing them, one would 
think, would be enough to convince 
any woman never to have an abortion 
in such a manner, However, people 
have never been that rational, and 
desperate women have had abortions, 
have died at the hands of back-street 
butchers, or have been crippled*for 
life, for centuries, and all the statis- 
tics and all the horror stories in the 
world have never deterred other wo- 
men from following the same path. 

Dr. Morgentaler realised this, That 
was the purpose for his clinic. So he 
made money for conducting abortions, 
Has there ever been an occupation, 
however altruistic, that has not been 
concerned with the making of money? 
Do pharmacists not make money - and 
what about. the drugs they make that 
kill and cripple people, as well as cure 
them? Don‘ t blame Dr, Morgentaler for 
making money, He's a product of our 


debate 


Society - and whether B, Parsons likes 
it or not, this is a society dominated by 
the profit motive - even on an individ- 
ual basis, i 

B. Parsons seems to assume that just 


because he has quoted the true facts 
about Dr. Morgentaler (which I* m not 
even sure I believe), then we are going 
to change our view of Dr. Morgentaler 
from that of healer and supporter of wo- 
men's rights, to that of criminal. He 
also seems to assume that it is going to 
change our mind on the abortion issue 

- and that we are all going to walk a- 
round wearing “right to life” buttons, 

Well, how wrong can you get? If 
women were to be affected by horror 
stories - then it is likely that no woman 
would bring a child into the world at 
all, After all - there aré many stories 
equally horrifying about delivery pro- 
cedures, but those stories have rarely 
stopped a woman from actually giving 
birth if she wanted to. Just to watch 
the news at night is enough to drive 
most of us to suicide - if we were tru- 
ly rational beings that is. But somehow 
most of us go on living, 

If B, Parsons is tru y concerned with 
ethics and morality, then I suggest 
that he look at the ethics and morals - 
or lack of them - in the drug industry, 
After all, pharmacy is his field. If 
that isn’ t enough for him, then I sug- 
gest that he (I assume he's a male but 
could well be female), along with the 
supporter of Bill 220, truly start look- 
ing at oppressed peoples and injustices 
in the world today. If every person had 
the wage of enough bod, a warm 
house, and an occupation that provid- 
ed them with dignity, then the whole 
question of abortion might suddenly be 
no longer relevent. It suddenly might 
be a world in which everybody had a 
place - including the unborn. 

But to get there is going to take a 
long hard struggle, and at the moment 
I see B, Parsons and his fellow support- 
ers being more hindrances than helps, 

I suggest that they all come off their 
“ethical” hobby horses, and start really 
trying to improve the world for the peo- 
ple already living. In the meanwhile 

~ whether they like it or not - women 
are going to keep on having abortions 

- and given that simple fact, the very 
least we can do is to ensure that those 
abortions are performed legally. 


Yours truly, — 
Jennifer Bowerman 
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Canadian winter- 


lam sure that the majority of 
readers will acknowledge that Canadi- 
ans have an identity crisis. We seem 
to have nothing to distinguish us as a 
unique race and nation, save for our 
role as peace keepers, hockey players, 
and Lorne Green, But we're overlook- 
ing our most valuable, and distinguish- 
ING 1AS86t obs cures ses ee WINTER 

I know how everyone must be 
cringing at my mention of the word, 
for we try to hide from the world as 
much as we can, We spend the major- 
ity of winter nudging our thermostats, 
warming our cars, worshipping electric 
blankets., and in general trying to 
convince ourselves that winter is a hor- 


rible enemy that will be gone soon if 
we close our eyes long teen 

I can remember my father watching 
his national pride go down the sink 
whenever he caught an American wea- 
ther report in February; "The cause 
of the crippling blizzard and record 
low temperatures was a massive Cold 
front moving out of Canada and into 
the northern States, " He should have 
been proud, That was at least one re- 
newable resource that we gave to the 
States without them having to force us. 


And with the upcoming hig cri- 
sis, what better time than now to fling 
open our windows and embrace the 


Kenora occupation ‘the beginning’ 


cont. from page 1 


our community, just taking care, " 

Regardless, the atmosphere became 
very tense from this moment on, No- 
thing much was said; people moved to th. 
entrances taking up guard, waiting for 
a phone call from Ottawa, 

Shortly after 10:00 a, m, a phone 
call was received saying a member of 
the Indian Affairs Regional Office in 
Toronto would be in Kenora in a matter 
of minutes, 

‘Amid mumblings of "puppet", and 
other not-too- complimentary comments, 
Chief Cameron said to the press that 

the Indians would remain in the depart- 
ment offices until the meeting was fin- 
ished. 


Chief Cameron wanted assurance 
that the department official will act on 
Lehalf of and in the interests of the oc- 
cupying Indians, and that this would not 
be another “we' 11 see what we can do" 
neeting. 

The official arrived at noon, and a 
meeting was held. In the early afternoon 
the Indians left the building. 

Although it had been reported that 
"both sides felt optomistic", this is 
questionable, Both sides are definitely 
waiting to see what the other will do. 

In the words of Lou Cameron, "Ma- 
ny people feel that when we leave the 
building this morning, it will be over. 
Well it won't, This is just the begin- 
ning, We are starting to write our own 
history now. " 


fun and 


9 rag and joyous aspects of our win- 
ter - 

I can’t think of a better medium 
to enjoy winter than sport. I know that 
almost all of us have either considered 
ortakenpart in a lot of winter s ; 
but I think it is high time we abandon- 
ed the free ride of downhill skiing, 
and the laziness of the snowmobile; or 
watching Hockey Night in Canada, It 
warms my heart to see all those cross 
country skiers, apple-cheeked, with 
lungs awash in that excellent artic air. 
Or the children of our nation chasing 
pucks on our outdoor rinks, But it 
seems to me that all too often we put 
away our summer sports too early. 

What about Camping in the winter? 
I know how challenging the Canadian 
wilds can be in the summer, what with 
the. Winnebago getting two flat tires 
and_no gas stations within 200 yards, 
or the campground showers running out 
of hot water, but tor a real challenge 
why not camp in the winter? 

Think of it. No mosquitoes, No 
need to haul a huge ice chest with you, 


And there need be no worry about show- 


ers running cold because one seldom 
sweats at 30 below. 

I’ ll be the first to admit that 
maintaining that summer tan will be 
difficult, but there are other things to 
consider. Too few Canadians really 
know how beautiful the wilderness be- 
comes in winter, and how wonderfully 
silent it can be after a week of hectic 
city Pi 

And I ve seldom found anything so 
rewarding after a few hours snowshoe 


ing as a cup of hot broth taken around 
a campfire. And the sensation of bur- 
rowing down into feather sleeping bags 
for the night while the trees outside 
your tent and lean-to crack like rifle 
shots in the cold is a sensation that has 
to be felt to be believed. 

The next time a storm clogs the 
city, forget your shovel, and the need- 
less worry about traffic jams, and 
tuined bus schedules, Why not don a 
pair of snowshoes or cross country skis 
and proceed to work in that manner? 
Much more healthful than fighting the 
winter. 

It’s time we faced facts, We*re a 
trace of people that must live for six 
months of the year in snow. Let's not 
feel embarrassed when some tourist 
wails and gnashes his teeth about “our 
horrid winters, not at all like the ones 
back home, such a beastly place to 
live, “ 

Better that we smile, because the 
winter weeds the truly un- Canadians 
out, Feel proud that we are a race 
with frost-flecked eyebrows, great 
flaring steaming nostrils, and massive- 
ly bundled bodies, There is no pride in 
hibernation, Get out and play in the 
snow for a change. 

Perhaps some day, the snowflake 
will replace the maple leaf on our 
flag, And high time too, because we 
are one of the leading snow-producing 
nations in the world, [ can’t wait un- 
til the day comes that we can shut off 
all our snow shipments to Saudi Arabia 
That’ li teach them. 

by Louis Bollo 
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Legal Aid 


Alta, Human Rights and Civil Liberties 


Association 
10006 - 107th Street 
429-1608 


al Aid Society of Alberta 
10136 - 100th Street 
423-3311 


Student Legal Services 
Law Centre, U. of A, 432-4241 
10348 - 96th Street 424-4106 


Sturgeon River Project (single offenders, 


pos or related charges) 


9837 - 86 Avenue 

433-4763 

Women 

Women's Programme Centr 
#276, SUB, U, of A, . 
432-1190 


Edmonton Women's Centre 
11812 - 95th Street 
474-7378 

Options Fo: Women 

10006 - 107 St. for info, 
Anne Lambert, 432-3832 


Free Food 


Marian Gentre 
10528 - 98th Street 
424-3544 - 


Hope Mission 
9904 - 106th Avenue 
422-2018 


Bissel Centre 
9560 - 193A Avenue 
423-2285 


Family Services Department, ~ 
Sally Ann 

#2 9656 - Jasper Avenue ; 
424-6924 


_Operation Friendship 
10348 - 96th Street 
424-4106 


Women’s Overnight Shelter 
10218 - 108th Street 
424-5768 


elp and stuff 


Food Co-ops 


Scona Co-Op 

(distributes every Fri, , 4:00 to 
6:00 p,m. or | 

Garneau United Church 

84th Avenue off 112th Street 
Info: Jill Konkin, 489-6783 


Incredible Edibles ‘Co-Op 
(distributes every Fri, , 4:00to 
6:00 p,m. or so 

St. George's Anglican Church 
11738 - 87th Avenue 

Info: David Stott, 426-0685 


Michener Park Co-Op 
Info; Patty Hartnegal, 434-7321 


SACK 

(operates from the Boyle Street 
Community Services Co- Op) 
10348 - 96th Street 

Info: Mark or Joan, 424-4106 


Native and Metis 


Alberta Metis Association 
10548 - 96th Street 
424-4105 


Canadian Native Frienship Centre 
10176 - 117th Street 
488-4991 


Metis Association of Alberta 
#303 10826 - 124th Street 
452-9550 ' 


Indian Association of Alberta 
#203 11710 - Kingsway Avenue 
453-3661 _ ; 


Gay 
ay, Alliance Toward Equality 
P, O. 


Box 1852 
433-8160 


Day Care 


Beverly Day Care Centre - 
#223 116th Avenue and 34th Street 
471-1151 


CLASP 

439-6561 or 439-6449 
Garneau United Church 

84th Avenue and 112th Street 


Community Day Nursery 
. 9641 + 102A Avene 
424-3730 


Downtown Dey Care Centre 
10031 - 109th Street 
424-1793 


ree pes! Day Care Centre 
13315 - 89th Street 
475-2151 


Jasper Place Day Care 
15608 - 104th Avenuc 
489-2245 


Primrose Place Day Care 
85th Street and 95th Avenue 
466-3906 


Student Union and Community Day Care 
8917 - 112th Street 
432-1245 


Canative Housing 
10176 - 117th Street 
488-6131" 


Edmonton Housing Bureau 
423-1549 


Edmonton Housing 
10046 106th Street 
424-3137 


Authority 


Handicap Housing Socie 
10015 - Sond py ™ 
433-4937 


Sturgeon Valley Housing Co-Op 
#505 10883 Saskatchewan Drive 
484-2883 


Complaints 


Better Business Bureau 
6th Floor, 10240 - 124th Street 
482-2341 


(PART 1 LAST WEEK 
AND NEXT WEEK) 


Industrial Claims Consultant 
12215 - 135th Avenue 
454-5969 


Office of the O:n*idsman, Prov. Govt. 
729 Centennial Bu iding 
423-2251 ; 


Lanutord and Tenant Advisory Board 
10237 - 98th Street 
424-0521 


Labour Relations Board (Workers’ Com- 
plaints) 

10808 99th Avenue 

429-7451 


Politica! 


New Democratic Party ~ 
10361- 97 St. 
429-0797 


Communist Party of Canada 
#1 9642 - Jasper Avenue 
422-4797 


Industrial Workers of the World 
10315-96 street 
429-1887 


Progressive Conservative Ass‘ n of Alta. 
9912 - 106th Street 
422-6636 


Liberal Par 
10026 - 105th Street 
422-1971 


Alberta Social Credit League 
9974 - Jasper Avenue 
424 - 0568 ues 


The Young Socialists 
10518 - 82 Avenue 
432-7358 


The Monarchist League of Canada 
2 Wedgewood Crescent 
Ottawa, Ontario Klb 4B4 


Communist Party of Canada -- 
Marxist-Leninist 
2178, Stn. A 
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Women and the Law 


Abortion laws: an infringement of rights 


This is the third in a series of Women 
and The Law, by Laurel Loiselle, 


Abortion may fall under Criminal 
Code offenses if performed illegally, 

Before the 1969 ammendment in 
Canada, abortion for any reason was 
considered illegal, Even now it is only 
legal under certain specific circumst- 
ances; it must be performed by a qual- 
ified practitioner; the doctor must first 
receive a written certificate from a 
Therapeutic Abortion Committee stat- 
ing that the eh apie would endanger 
the woman's life; and the Therapeutic 
Committee must consist of not less 
than three members who must all be 
qualified practitioners. The doctor wio 
performs the abortion: must not be a 
member of the committee. 


Interestingly enough, abortion was 
not a criminal offense until the 19th 
Century and the major reason for it 
being declared illegal at that time was 
the extreme danger involved. It thus 
became restricted to those women who 
were likely to die during childbirth, 

- The law remained the same until 
pressure developed from the medical 
profession, which claimed that abortion 
was no longer necessary because medic- 
al science had progressed to the degree 
that there was a small risk involved to 
women's life due to pregnancy. 


At the present time, no hospital 
in Canada is required to set up a Ther- 
apeutic Abortion Committee, In fact, 
most small hospitals and medical clin- 
ics usually cannot organize one. This 
is due to the fact that four doctors must 
be involved (three on the committee 
and one outside the committee to make 
the referral), and many small hospitals 
just don’t have this amount of staff. 


The bill of 1969 offered the mini- 
mum of possible change, probably be- 
cause the abortion issue is so controver- 
sial a social and moral question. There- 
fore, it came as no surprise in 1969 
when the most that legislators could 
agree upon was a legalizing and regu- 


larizing of hospital practices, rather 
than any real change in the Canadian 
abortion situation, 

It's not surprising then, that the 
criteria for abortion are so inconsistent 
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and confused, Often hospitals will only 
approve an abortion if rape or incest is 
involved, where the woman_has Germ- 


.an measles, o: where there is a strong 


pearaaig of a crippled fetus, Other 

ospitals place age limits on the wo- 
man seeking an abortion - they may 
gant an abortion if the girl is under 
5 but not 16, 

In addition "there seems to be a 
bias operating against women who ad- 
mit to several sexual partners and a 
preference for those made pregnant by 
a steady boyfriend, resulting in the cur- 
ious situation that promiscuous girls 
are * punished" by being forced to be- 
come mothers, " (Canadian Woman 
and the Law, 1971, Zuker allwood), 

sir cuainproblem, then, is to 
find the right hospital; two of those 
with the most liberal policies in Can- 
ada are the Toronto and Vancouver 
General Hospitals, Provincial medical 
associations may know the hospitals 
that are most liberal, but they ma 
refuse this information, The best bet 
seems to be some Women's Liberation 
association, or the Family Planning 
Federation of Canada, 

Even if a doctor does refer a wom- 
an, she may still have many problems, 
Most hospitals have a monthly quota 
for the number of abortions being per- 
formed, and the length of time a wo- 
man must wait may prove to be too 
‘ong. If turned down by a Therapeutic 
Committee, these is no appeal, and 
the chance thatanother committee will 
also turn the woman down is greatly 
increased, 


If she is well off, a woman may 
take advantage of looser abortion laws 
in England, Japan, or some parts of the 
US, especially New York state, which 
requires no residency period, The costs 
there vary from $300 - $700, depend- 
ing on the length of time of the preg - 
nancy and type of procedure used, 

(Ed. note - Thisof course, does 
not include the costs of getting there, 
staying there, and getting back. ) 

The age limit in Canada for secur 
ing a legal abortion is 18. If under 18 
and married, the woman must have 


the consent of her husband, If under 
18 and single, she must have the con- 
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sent of her guardian, consent of the 
father being most important, 

A therapeutic abortion is relative- 
1 Hig gota within the first three mon- 
ths of pregnancy. Although there is 
unclear information on the effects of 
emotional damage after an abortion, 
there does seem to be proof that wom- 
en who want an abortion and are unable 
to get one, suffer a greet deal, 

The pines problem, however, 
seems to be those ambivalent women 
who are unsure of what they want, and 
yet go through with the abortion. 

“Many authorities suspect that the 
uilt, when it does appear is cultural- 
y induced and is not likely to happen 
in a society that shows a relaxed ac- 
ceptance of abortion, " (Ibid). 

In conclusion, there are several 
deficiencies in present Canadian abor- 
tion laws, Since hospitals are not re- 
quired to set up committees, the bur- 
den of cases fall on those hospitals who 
have committees, The result is over- 
crowding and the turning away of cases. 

There is also a problem with the 
interpretation of the legal grounds for 
abortion, The law states that abortion 
may occur only if the pregnancy is 
likely to endanger a woman's health, 

Does the term "health" include 
mental health, and if so, how should 
mental health be defined? "Because 
of this uncertainty, members of thera- 
peutic abortion committees with no 
legal training are effectively placed in 
the role of judges to interpret the Crim- 
inal Code as they see fit. " (Abo:tion 
Politics in Canada, Pelrine, T97I). 
~~ “The result is an inconsistent appli- 
cation of the law among different hos- 
pitals, 

There is another problem related 
to the composition of the committee 
- does the law mean that no member 
of a Therapeutic Abortion Committe: 
can ever perform an abortion, or only 
where his or her patients are concern- 
ed? Thus, before a committee even 
considers its first application, the new 

law is responsible for confusion, 

This is compounded further by a 
lot of red tape - the procedure of the 
committee is slow, bureaucratic and 
far from certain of success, The result 
is dangerous for the patient, especial- 
ly if her application for abortion is not 
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made early in the pregnancy. 

Finally, even if her application is 
accepted, the woman may have to 
wait for a bed, Due to the ambiguity 
of the 1969 ammendment, the new 


. Canadian abortion law is responsible 


for more confusion than it has cleared 
up. 

Eleanor Pelrine, in Abortion Poli- 
tics in Canada, has presented a pro-ab- 
ortion argument on the basis of legal 
rights, which I consider a valid one, 

She states that abortion laws in- 
fringe on the right to freedom of choice 
concerning private control over sexual 
matters, This idea is related to the 
Canadian Bill of Rights. Because the 
abortion committee’ s standards are so 
vague, this infringes on a woman's 
rights under law to due process and a 
fair hearing. A woman living in an 
area where no committee has been es- 
tablished is thus deprived of the richt 
to a fair hearing- 

Her riy..ts are further infringed up- 
on by the fact that she is unable to be 
present when her case is being consid- 
ered, and because she has no right to 
appeal the decision, 

Too, the state is envading the cit- 
izen" s privacy by telling her whether or 
not she can refuse to bear a child, “The 
infringement on these rights directly re- 
lates to women alone; and the Canadian 
Bill of Rights expressly forbids such in- 
fringement on the basis of sex, " (ibid), 

Presert abortion laws also discrim- 
inate against women of lower income 
pcg - these women are less likely to 

ave a private doctor, and less likely 
to be able to meet the high fees charged 
for legal abortions, 

Pelrine’ s argument, then, is based 
entirely on the legality of the present 
law. With reference to the morality of 
the question, she concludes that women 
who consider abortion a murder need 
not resort to it. Their belief, however, 
should not limit the right of those who 
do not have similar moral convictions, 

Although I agree wholeheartedly 
with Pelrine* s viewpoint, and although 
Iam fully aware of the anti-abortion 
arcuments:, I think that we will re- 
main at the present impasse until the 
basic moral and legal issues have been 
sorted out and assigned prior ity by all 
Canadians, 
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